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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 12
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
Ri chard M Ronero

A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
PROPCOSI NG TO AVEND ARTI CLES 5 AND 7 OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF
NEW MEXI CO TO REQUI RE THAT CANDI DATES FOR OFFI CE BE ELECTED
BY A MAJORITY VOTE, REQUI RING THE USE OF AN | NSTANT RUN- OFF
VOTI NG SYSTEM | F NO CANDI DATE RECEI VES A MAJORI TY VOTE AND
AUTHORI ZI NG THE USE OF RUN- OFF ELECTI ONS OR PLURALITY
ELECTI ONS | N MUNI CI PALI Tl ES.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO.

Section 1. It is proposed to anmend Article 5, Section 2
of the constitution of New Mexico to read:

"The returns of every election for state officers shal
be sealed up and transnmitted to the secretary of state, who,
with the governor and chief justice, shall constitute the
state canvassi ng board which shall canvass and decl are the

result of the election. The joint candi dates [havingthe
ht-ghest—nurber] receiving a majority of votes cast for
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governor and lieutenant governor and the person [havhrgthe
highest—urber—oef—rotes] receiving a majority of votes cast

for any other office, as shown by [sad] the returns, shal
be declared duly elected. [H—two—-or—+ore—havean—equal—and
he hiel , I : : I e oy ,
c : I . F
L ey shak—t
chosen—therefor—by—thetegistature—eonoetnt—batoet—] |f no

candidate or joint candidates receive a mpjority of votes

cast, the winner shall be deternined by using an instant run-

off voting system as established by |aw"

Section 2. It is proposed to anmend Article 7, Section 5

of the constitution of New Mexico to read:
"A. Al elections shall be by ballot. [ard+the

deetared—eleetedtothose—-off+ees—] 1n any primary el ection,

t he candi date who receives the nost votes cast for an office

shall be decl ared nom nat ed. In all other elections, except

as provided in Subsection C of this section, the candidate

who receives a majority of the votes cast for any office,

except in the case of the offices of governor and |i eutenant

governor, shall be declared elected. The joint candi dates

receiving a mpjority of votes for the offices of governor and
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| i eutenant governor in the general election shall be decl ared

elected to those offices. |f no candidate or joint

candi dates receive a majority of votes cast, the w nner shal

be determi ned using an instant run-off voting system as

established by law. 1f, after conpletion of the instant run-

off, there is a tie in the nunber of votes cast for any

office, the wnner shall be chosen in a manner established by

| aw.

B. An instant run-off voting systemis a voting

system of single transferable votes that allows a voter the

option to rank at |l east two candi dates for each office. The

instant run-off elimnation shall begin with the candi date

who receives the | owest nunber of votes and all the

candi dates who receive fewer than one percent of the votes.

C. In lieu of an instant run-off voting system a

county or nunicipality may provide by charter or by ordi nance

for run-off elections or plurality elections."

Section 3. The anmendnent proposed by this resolution
shall be submitted to the people for their approval or
rejection at the next general election or at any specia
el ection prior to that date which may be called for that

pur pose.
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