new
= del ete

underscored materi a

[ bracketed—raterial]

© 00 N oo o1~ W N P

N N NN NN B B R R R R R R R R
g B W N B O © ©® N O OO0 M W N P O

SENATE JO NT RESCLUTI ON 13
A44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION,

2000
| NTRODUCED BY
L. Skip Vernon

A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
APPLYI NG TO THE UNI TED STATES CONGRESS TO PREPARE AND SUBM T
TO THE STATES AN AMENDMVENT TO THE UNI TED STATES CONSTI TUTI ON
RELATI NG TO THE SUBJECT OF JUDI Cl AL TAXATI ON

VWHEREAS, separation of powers is fundanental to the
constitution of the United States, and the power of the
federal governnent is strictly limted; and

VHEREAS, under the United States constitution, the
states are to determ ne public policy; and

VWHEREAS, it is the duty of the judiciary to interpret
the | aw, and

VWHEREAS, our present federal governnent has strayed from
the intent of our founding fathers and the United States
constitution through inappropriate federal nmandates; and

VWHEREAS, these nandates by way of statute, rule or

judicial decision have forced state governnents to serve as
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the nmere adm nistrative armof the federal governnent; and

WHEREAS, sone federal district courts with the
acqui escence of the United States suprenme court continue to
order states to levy or increase taxes to conply with federal
mandat es; and

VWHEREAS, these court actions violate the United States
constitution and the |egislative process; and

WHEREAS, the tinme has conme for the people of this great
nation and their duly elected representatives in state
governnment to reaffirmin no uncertain terns that the
authority to tax under the United States constitution is
retai ned by the people who, by their consent al one, do
del egate such power to tax explicitly to those duly el ected
representatives in the |egislative branch of governnent who
t hey choose, such representatives being directly responsible
and accountable to those who have el ected them and

VWHEREAS, several states, including Al abama, Al aska,
Arizona, Col orado, Del aware, Louisiana, Massachusetts,
M chi gan, M ssouri, Nevada, New York, Oklahoma, South Dakot a,
Tennessee and Ut ah, have petitioned the United States
congress to propose an anmendnent to the United States
constitution; and

VWHEREAS, the anmendnment was previously introduced in the
United States congress; and

VWHEREAS, the anendnent seeks to prevent federal courts
fromlevying or increasing taxes without representation of

t he peopl e and agai nst the people's w shes;
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NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the United States congress be
requested to prepare and submt to the several states an
amendnment to the United States constitution to add a new
article providing as foll ows:

"Nei ther the suprene court nor any inferior court of the
United States shall have the power to instruct or order a
state or a political subdivision thereof, or an official of
such a state or political subdivision, to |levy or increase

taxes."; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that this application constitute
a continuing application in accordance with Article 5 of the
United States constitution; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the |egislatures of the
several states that have not yet nmade a simlar application
be requested to apply to the United States congress to

prepare and submit the anendnent to the states; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the president and vice president of the United
States, the presiding officer of each house in each of the
states, the speaker of the United States house of
representatives, the president pro tenpore of the United
States senate and each nenber of New Mexico's congressiona

del egati on.
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