A MEMCRI AL
ENCOURAG NG THE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW MEXI CO HEALTH SCI ENCES

CENTER TO EXPAND | TS SERVI CES I N RI O ARRI BA COUNTY AND OTHER
NORTHERN NEW MEXI CO COUNTI ES.

WHEREAS, over its al nost ten years of operations, the
Los Pasos program and rel ated progranms, such as grandparents
and rel atives outreach project, conprehensive treatnent
teans program Los Pasos head start initiative and
universities networked in interdisciplinary training and
education, or the UNITE project, have provided nmany services
in northern New Mexico; and

WHEREAS, these prograns, working in conjunction with
one anot her, provided intensive support through prinmary
pediatric nmedi cal care; |egal nediation, social support for
subst ance abuse and nental health issues; child devel opnment
assessnment and interventions services; and coordination of
servi ces across disciplines and agenci es; and

WHEREAS, these prograns' efforts have been toward
mai ntaining the integrity of famlies affected by drug and
al cohol use while ensuring the physical and enotiona
safety, physical health and devel opnental needs of
identified children; and

VWHEREAS, these prograns provide support to grandparents
and other relatives who care for children prenatally exposed
to al cohol, drugs and H V and, in addition, provide early
intervention services to children of head start ages; and SM 1

WHEREAS, the UNITE project is directed at the training Page 1



of practitioners in nedicine, law, social work and early
chi | dhood educati on; and

WHEREAS, the possi bl e expansion of these prograns to
northern New Mexico is inportant because of their enphasis
on providing care to all famly menbers to change behaviors
of substance abuse; supporting parents through nental health
crises; and pronoting consistent use of the health care
system for preventive care and chroni c di sease managenent;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOCLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the university of New Mexico health
sci ences center be comrended for its outstandi ng prograns
and be encouraged to expand its efforts to inprove health
outcones in Rio Arriba county and ot her northern New Mexico
counties; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the president of the university of New Mexico
and the director of the university of New Mexico health

sci ences center.
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