A MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON AND THE
CHI LDREN, YOUTH AND FAM LI ES DEPARTMENT TO SURVEY EXI STI NG
AFTER- SCHOOL PROGRAMS | N NEW MEXI CO.

WHEREAS, there is nmounting evidence of the detrinental
consequences of children and youth being unsupervi sed and
wi t hout constructive activities in the after-school hours,

i ncluding increased |ikelihood of truancy, stress and
engagi ng in destructive and risky behaviors, such as
crimnal activity, alcohol or drug use and sexual activity;
and

VWHEREAS, children attending quality after-schoo
prograns have been found to have better grades, peer
rel ati ons, enotional adjustnent and conduct in school
conpared to those who are wi thout adult supervision; and

WHEREAS, surveys indicate that the great majority of
parents are concerned that their children be in a safe and
positive environnent in the after-school hours; and

WHEREAS, successful after-school prograns have a
beneficial effect on children and youth, their famlies and
the comunity; and

WHEREAS, various groups have nade presentations to
interimlegislative conmttees on the need in New Mexico for
after-school prograns; and

WHEREAS, there is no readily accessible information on
the nunber of children and youth in New Mexico who currently gpme

have access to after-school prograns or the extent of the Page 1



unnet denmand for additional prograrns;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO t hat the state department of public
education and the children, youth and fam|lies departnent
survey the current availability, types and cost to students
of after-school progranms for school-age children in New
Mexi co, including prograns offered by public or private
school s, | ocal governnents or non-profit organi zations; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the state departnment of
public education and the children, youth and famlies
department present the findings of the survey to the
| egi sl ative health and human services comittee and the
| egi sl ative education study commttee at their Cctober 2000
neeti ngs; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
sent to the superintendent of public instruction, the
secretary of children, youth and famlies, the |egislative
education study conmttee and the | egislative health and

human services committee.
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