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HOUSE BILL 8
44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - 2ND SPECIAL SESSION, 2000
I NTRODUCED BY

Mm Stewart

FOR THE EDUCATI ON | NI TI ATI VES AND ACCOUNTABI LI TY TASK FORCE

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON;, | MPROVI NG STUDENT READI NG
PROFI CI ENCI ES; CREATI NG A STATEW DE READI NG | NI Tl ATI VE;
CREATI NG THE PUBLI C SCHOOL READI NG PROFI CI ENCY FUND

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. READI NG | NI TI ATI VE- - DESI GN. - -

A. The state departnment of public education shal

design and inplement a statewi de reading initiative to
i nprove reading proficiency in the state. The design of the
reading initiative shall be based upon quality, research-
based readi ng progranms shown to inprove readi ng proficiency
and shall include the follow ng:

(1) consistent assessnent and eval uati on of
student reading |evels;

(2) appropriate professional staff
devel opnent to assist classroomcertified instructional staff

in the instruction of reading prograns;
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(3) extratinme in the student's day or year
for inplenentation of reading prograns; and

(4) rewards provided to certified school
instructors in schools that inprove student reading
proficiency.

B. The state departnment of public education shal
use national experts to work with the departnment to devel op
an imediate reading initiative and a | ong-term plan for
sust ai ned readi ng i nprovemnent.

C. The state departnment of public education shal
i nvol ve | ocal school district personnel, especially certified
el ementary readi ng specialists, parents and other interested
persons in the design of the reading initiative.

Section 2. PUBLIC SCHOOL READI NG PROFI Cl ENCY FUND- -
CREATED. - - The "public school reading proficiency fund" is
created in the state treasury. The fund shall consist of
appropriations, gifts, grants and donations. The fund shal
be admi nistered by the state department of public education,
and nmoney in the fund is appropriated to the departnent to
distribute awards to | ocal schools that inplenment innovative,
research-based readi ng prograns. The state departnent of
publ i c education shall devel op procedures and rules for the
application and award of noney fromthe fund, including
criteria upon which to evaluate innovative, research-based
readi ng prograns. Disbursenments of the fund shall be made by
warrant of the departnent of finance and adm nistration

pursuant to vouchers signed by the superintendent of public
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instruction. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance

remaining in the fund at the end of any fisca

year shal

revert but shall remain to the credit of the fund.
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