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FISCAL IMPACT REPORT

SPONSOR:  Sglazar DATE TYPED:

02/23/01 HB 676

SHORT TITLE:  Designation of Heritage Area S8

ANALYST:  Gilbert

APPROPRIATION

Appropriation Contained Estimated Additional I mpact Recurring Fund
or Non-Rec Affected
FYOl FYO02 FYOl FYO02
$ 35.0 Non-Rec GF

(Parenthesis () Indicate Expenditure Decreases)

Duplicates: House Memorial 13

SOURCESOF INFORMATION

LFC Files

Commission on Higher Education (CHE)
State Department of Education (SDE)
SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 676 appropriates $35.0 from the general fund to the Board of Regents of Northern New
Mexico Community College (NMCC) to perform a study and develop an educational program for
designation of a heritage areain Taos, Rio Arriba and Santa Fe counties.

Significant Issues

The purpose of thisstudy isto promote and support the history and culture of thisareaand to ensurethat
students will have access to this rich and diverse history. Once the project is completed, NMCC will
work with schoolsin Taos, Rio Arriba, and SantaFe countiesto provide an educational outreach program
for students.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

The appropriation of $35.0 contained in this bill is a non-recurring expense to the general fund. Any
unexpended or unencumbered balance remaining at the end of FY 02 shall revert to the general fund.
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CONFLICT/DUPLICATION/COMPANIONSHIP/RELATIONSHIP

House Memorial 13 asks the United States congress to make every possible effort to maintain and
preserve the distinctive historical, social and cultural characteristics of the people and land of north
central New Mexico by designating it as a national heritage area.

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

According to the Commission on Higher Education (CHE), the National Park Service must conduct the
survey which is necessary to support the designation of an heritage area.

The requested funding will be used to support the community component of the project by funding the
development and printing of an informational brochure and to conduct community meetingsin thethree
countiesinvolved to inform the citizens of the need for thisdesignation. Thefiscal agent for this project
will be Northern New Mexico Community College in Espanola

According to the State Department of Education, thereis Congressional support for this project aswell
as the support from local mayors (Espanola, Santa Fe and Taos) to have this designation for the area.

The following is provided for information only. It is not intended as a commentary on the merits of the
progranyproject:

This project was not included in NMCC'’ s budget request to the NMCC Board of

Regents, and thus was not submitted by NMCC to the CHE for review. The CHE
did not recommend funding this project.
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