CHAPTER 14
CHAPTER 14, LAWS 2002

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO TAXATI ON; AUTHORI ZI NG CERTAI N COUNTI ES TO | MPCSE
A COUNTY EMERGENCY COMVUNI CATI ONS AND EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
SERVI CES TAX.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1. A new section of the County Local Option
Gross Receipts Taxes Act is enacted to read:

" COUNTY EMERGENCY COMVUNI CATI ONS AND EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
SERVI CES TAX-- AUTHORI TY TO | MPOSE- - ORDI NANCE REQUI REMENTS- -
USE OF REVENUE- - ELECTI ON. - -

A. The mpjority of the nenbers of the governing
body of an eligible county may enact an ordi nance i nposing
an excise tax at a rate not to exceed one-fourth of one
percent of the gross receipts of any person engaging in
busi ness in the county for the privilege of engaging in
busi ness. The tax nmay be inposed in one or nore increnments
of one-sixteenth of one percent not to exceed an aggregate
rate of one-fourth of one percent. The tax shall be inposed
for a period of not nore than ten years fromthe effective
date of the ordinance inposing the tax. Having once enacted
an ordi nance under this section, the governing body may
enact subsequent ordinances for succeedi ng periods of not
nore than ten years, provided each such ordi nance neets the
requi renments of the County Local Option G oss Recei pts Taxes
Act with respect to the tax inposed by this section.

B. The tax inposed by this section may be
referred to as the "county enmergency communi cati ons and
enmergency nedi cal services tax".

C. The governing body, at the time of enacting an
ordi nance inposing a rate of tax authorized in Subsection A
of this section, shall dedicate the revenue to one or both
of the follow ng purposes:

(1) operation of an energency conmuni cations
center that has been determ ned by the |ocal governnent
di vision of the departnment of finance and administration to
be a consolidated public safety answering point; or

(2) operation of enmergency nedical services
provi ded by the county.

D. An ordinance inposing any increnent of the
county energency comruni cations and energency nedi cal
services tax shall not go into effect until after an



el ection is held and a majority of the voters in the county
voting in the election vote in favor of inposing the tax.
The governing body shall adopt a resolution calling for an
el ection within seventy-five days of the date the ordi nance
is adopted on the question of inposing the tax. The
guestion may be submtted to the voters as a separate
guestion at a general election or at a special election
called for that purpose by the governing body. A special

el ection shall be called, conducted and canvassed in
substantially the same manner as provided by | aw for general

elections. In any election held, the ballot shall clearly
state the purpose to which the revenue will be dedi cated
pursuant to Subsection C of this section. |If a majority of

the voters voting on the question approve the inposition of
t he county energency conmuni cati ons and energency nedi cal
services tax, then the ordinance shall becone effective in
accordance with the provisions of the County Local Option
G oss Receipts Taxes Act. |If the question of inposing the
county energency comruni cations and energency nedi cal
services tax fails, the governing body shall not again
propose the inposition of any increnment of the tax for a
period of one year fromthe date of the election.

E. For the purposes of this section, "eligible
county" neans a county that operates or, pursuant to a joint
powers agreenent, is served by an emergency communi cations
center that has been determ ned by the | ocal governnent
di vision of the departnment of finance and administration to
be a consolidated public safety answering point."
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