CHAPTER 19
CHAPTER 19, LAWS 2002

AN ACT
RELATI NG TO HI GHER EDUCATI ON; ALLOW NG BOARDS OF COUNTY
COWMM SSI ONERS TO ESTABLI SH LEARNI NG CENTER DI STRI CTS.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1. Section 21-16A-1 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
2000, Chapter 105, Section 1) is anended to read:

"21-16A-1. SHORT TITLE. --Chapter 21, Article 16A NVSA
1978 may be cited as the "Learning Center Act"."

Section 2. Section 21-16A-4 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
2000, Chapter 105, Section 4) is anended to read:

"21-16A-4. ESTABLI SHVENT OF LEARNI NG CENTER DI STRI CTS-
- DETERM NATI ON OF NEED- - APPROVAL- - ADVI SCRY COW TTEE. - -

A. Alearning center district may be established
in a school district or community college district upon
adoption of a resolution by the |ocal school board or
community col |l ege board calling for establishnent of a
district and a showi ng of need for such a district. A
district may al so be established to include nore than one
school district and, in that case, the two or nore | ocal
school boards shall jointly adopt a resolution and determ ne
the need for a learning center. A district nmay al so be
est abl i shed by a board of county comm ssioners upon adoption
of a resolution by the board of county comm ssioners calling
for establishnment of a district and a show ng of need for
such a district; provided that each community coll ege board
or local school board located wholly or partially within the
county shall approve of the establishment prior to the
adoption of the resolution. The boundaries of the district
shal |l be coterm nous wth the boundaries of the school
district, community college district, conbined school
districts or county constituting the district. No district
shal | be established without the witten approval of the
commi ssi on.

B. Upon a determ nation of need and receipt of
witten approval fromthe comm ssion, the district shall be
est abl i shed and the | ocal school board, community coll ege
board, conbined | ocal school boards or board of county
conmi ssioners authorizing the district shall serve as the
board. The board shall act as a representative of the
communities in the district for the purpose of assessing
| ocal educational needs and contracting with one or nore
institutions to offer educational prograns or services at
one or nore |earning centers.



C. The board may appoint an advisory conmttee
consi sting of business representatives and citizens fromthe
area being served by a | earning center to advise and assi st
the board in determ ning the nost appropriate educati onal
and training prograns and services to be offered at the
| earni ng center.

D. A learning center shall not be deemed to be an
institution, but the students enrolled at the center shal
be students of the respective institutions providing
educati onal prograns and servi ces.

E. The conm ssion shall develop criteria for
determning the need for a district and the process and
procedures for establishing and operating a | earning
center."
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