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HOUSE BILL 220

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

INTRODUCED BY

Richard D. Vigil

AN ACT

RELATING TO MOTOR VEHICLES; PROVIDING POWER TO THE DEPARTMENT

OF PUBLIC SAFETY TO CLOSE HIGHWAYS IN EMERGENCIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO:

Section 1.  Section 66-7-11 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1987,

Chapter 280, Section 1) is amended to read:

"66-7-11.  [NEW MEXICO STATE POLICE] DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC

SAFETY POWER TO CLOSE CERTAIN HIGHWAYS IN EMERGENCIES.--

Notwithstanding any rule, regulation or agreement of the state

highway and transportation department, the [New Mexico state

police] department of public safety, in cases of emergency

where the condition of a state highway presents a substantial

danger to vehicular travel by reason of storm, fire, accident,

spillage of hazardous materials or other unusual or dangerous

conditions, may close [such] the highway to vehicular travel



un
de

rs
co

re
d 

ma
te

ri
al

 =
 n

ew
[b

ra
ck

et
ed

 m
at

er
ia

l]
 =

 d
el

et
e

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9  

10  

11  

12  

13  

14  

15  

16  

17  

18  

19  

20  

21  

22  

23  

24  

25  

.139261.1

until the [New Mexico state police] department of public

safety determines otherwise.  The state highway and

transportation department shall be notified of the highway

closure as soon as practicable."
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