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SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 50
45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002
INTRODUCED BY

Leonard Tsosie

A JOINT MEMORIAL
REQUESTI NG THE HUMAN SERVI CES DEPARTMENT, THE | NSURANCE
DI VI SION OF THE PUBLI C REGULATI ON COWM SSI ON AND OTHER STATE
AGENCI ES TO SUPPORT AND EXPEDI TE ESTABLI SHVENT OF THE NEW
MEXI CO TRI BAL HEALTH CARE ALLI ANCE AS A LI CENSED MANAGED CARE
ORGANI ZATI ON FOR THE DELI VERY OF QUALI TY HEALTH CARE TO
AMERI CAN | NDI ANS ELI G BLE FOR MEDI CAI D SERVI CES.

VWHEREAS, the state of New Mexico entered into a
gover nnent -t o- gover nment agreenent with all tribal governnents
with lands | ocated within the exterior boundaries of the state
of New Mexico, pledging that the state and the tri bes would
wor k toget her on areas of mutual concern; and

VWHEREAS, the present state nedicaid program called
"Salud!", includes mandates specific to the Anerican |Indian
popul ati on of New Mexi co, which population is underserved by

t he present operation of the Salud! program and
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VWHEREAS, the New Mexico Tribal Health Care Alli ance,
i ncorporated, herein identified as the "alliance", was
est abl i shed under the direction of the nineteen |ndian
puebl os, the Jicarilla Apache Nation, the Mescal ero Apache
tribe, the Navajo Nation communities of Tohajiilee, Al anp and
Ramah and the Al buquerque urban Indian health coalition to
address the Salud! nedicaid program mandates specific to the
Aneri can | ndi an popul ati on of New Mexi co; and

VWHEREAS, the alliance has noved rapidly to build an
infrastructure that will fulfill the specific mandates of
Sal ud! that apply to the American |Indian population in the
state, including the establishment of a preferred provider
relationship with the Indian health service; and

WHEREAS, the goals of the alliance are to maxim ze the
i nvol vement of tribal |leaders in health issues, to serve as an
i nformati on source on Anerican Indian health care i ssues, to
contract wwth the state to provide services funded by Sal ud!,
to partner with the Indian health service as a preferred
provider to mexim ze health care delivery to American Indian
people and to contract wi th other organizations to purchase
quality health care resources; and

WHEREAS, in order to acconplish these goals, the alliance
must negotiate to becone a new managed care organi zation in
New Mexico with the insurance division of the public
regul ati on conm ssion and the human services departnent in

order to deliver quality health care to American |Indian people
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who are eligible to receive nmedicaid benefits;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the use of the Joint Powers
Agreenents Act to produce agreenents between the New Mexico
Tribal Health Care Alliance, incorporated, and the human
servi ces departnment, the insurance division of the public
regul ati on conm ssion and any ot her agenci es whose cooperation
and agreenent is required to enable the establishment of a new
managed care organi zation in New Mexico to deliver quality
health care to American |Indian people who are eligible for
medi cai d benefits be supported; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the |egislature support the
comm tnment to self-determnation of the nineteen Indian
puebl os, the Jicarilla Apache Nation, the Mescal ero Apache
tribe and the Navajo Nation communities of Tohajiilee, Al anp
and Ramah in concert with the Al buquerque urban Indian health
coalition in the creation of the alliance and the subsequent
wor ki ng relationship that the alliance has devel oped with the
I ndi an health service for the purpose of providing the highest
quality of health care for Anerican |Indian people; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the human services
departnent, the insurance division of the public regulation
comm ssion and any other state agencies that are necessary to
license a managed care organi zation facilitate and expedite
negotiations with the alliance to approve that organi zation as

a licensed nanaged care organization so that it can access
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medi cai d fundi ng and provi de services for Anmerican |ndian
people eligible to receive nedicaid benefits; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the conm ssioners of the public regulation
commi ssion, the superintendent of insurance, the deputy
secretary of human services and the director of the nedical

assi stance division of the human services departnent.
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