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SENATE JOINT MEMORIAL 57
A5TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

INTRODUCED BY

Phil A. Griego

A JOINT MEMORIAL
REQUESTI NG THE FORVATI ON OF A TASK FORCE TO STUDY THE
FEASI Bl LI TY OF TRANSPCORTI NG WATER FROM THE M SSI SSI PPl RI VER

TO NEW MEXI CO

VWHEREAS, there is a surplus of water in the M ssissipp
river that flows into the Gulf of Mexico; and

WHEREAS, New Mexico is perennially short of water; and

VWHEREAS, New Mexi co exports natural gas by pipeline al
the way to California; and

VWHEREAS, New Mexico exports oil by pipeline all the way
to the Gulf of Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, a pipeline fromthe M ssissippi river to New
Mexico may be a way to transport water to alleviate the
shortage of water in the state; and

WHEREAS, millions of dollars of New Mexico oil and gas
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royalties are deposited in the federal reclamation fund each
year; and

VWHEREAS, congress should be urged to appropriate New
Mexi co's contribution to the federal reclamation fund for
projects to alleviate the state's chronic water shortage;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that representatives fromthe office of
the governor, the state |land office, the public regulation
comm ssion and the office of the state engi neer be requested
to forma task force to study the feasibility of buying water
rights to the Mssissippi river, building a pipeline fromthat
river to New Mexico to transfer the water and storing that
water in reservoirs and aquifers in New Mexico to neet its
wat er needs; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force report its
findi ngs and recomrendati ons to the appropriate |egislative
comrmittee during the 2003 interim and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to the office of the governor, the state | and
office, the public regulation comm ssion and the office of the

state engi neer.
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