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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4

45TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - SECOND SESSION, 2002

| NTRODUCED BY
Allen V. Hurt

A JO NT RESCLUTI ON
PROPCSI NG TO AMEND ARTI CLE 4, SECTION 5 OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF
NEW MEXI CO TO LIM T ALL REGULAR SESSI ONS OF THE LEG SLATURE TO
FORTY- FI VE DAYS; TO RESTRI CT MATTERS RELATI NG TO BUDCETS,
APPROPRI ATI ONS AND REVENUES TO THOSE REGULAR SESSI ONS
CONVENI NG | N EVEN- NUMBERED YEARS UNLESS CONSI DERED PURSUANT TO
A SPECI AL MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNCR, TO RESTRI CT TOPI CS THAT
MAY BE CONSI DERED BY | NTERI M LEG SLATI VE COWM TTEES TO THOSE
THAT MAY BE CONSI DERED | N THE NEXT REGULAR SESSI ON OF THE
LEG SLATURE;, AND TO RESTRI CT THE TOTAL ANNUAL AMOUNT OF
EXPENDI TURES FOR | NTERI M COWM TTEES.

BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO.
Section 1. It is proposed to anmend Article 4, Section 5
of the constitution of New Mexico to read:
"A. Each regul ar session of the |egislature shal

begi n annually at 12:00 noon on the third Tuesday of January.

Every regul ar session of the | egi sl ature [eonventng—during—an
odd—nurbered—year]| shall remain in session not to exceed
[ stxty—days—ant—every—+egutar—session—of—thetegistature
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ret—to—exceed—tht+rty—days] forty-five days. No specia

session of the legislature shall exceed thirty days.

B. Every regular session of the |legislature
conveni ng during an even-nunbered year shall consider only the
fol | owi ng:

(1) budgets, appropriations and revenue
bills;

(2) Dbills drawn pursuant to special nessages
of the governor; and

(3) bills of the last previous regul ar
session vetoed by the governor.

C. Every requl ar session of the |leqgislature

conveni ng during an odd-nunbered vear nay consider bills of

any subj ect except bills relating to budgets, appropriations

Or _revenues. Bills relating to budgets, appropriations or

revenues shall only be considered pursuant to special messages

of the qgovernor.

D. Except as may be all owed pursuant to Article 4,

Section 42 of this constitution, no comrittee of the

| eqgi slature shall, during the interimperiod before a reqular

| eqgi sl ati ve session, consider any topic other than those that

may be consi dered during that session. If the topic proposed

to be considered is a bill to be drawn pursuant to a speci al

message of the qgovernor, then the topic shall not be

considered by a commttee during the interimunless the

governor directs the nessage to that comm ttee.

E. The total expenditure for all comm ttees

meeting during an interimperiod between requl ar sessions of
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the |l eqgislature shall not exceed four hundred thousand dollars

($400,000), provided that the limtation in this subsection

may be increased at the end of each requl ar session by

multiplying the limtation for the previous year by a

fraction, the nunerator of which is the consuner price index

endi ng during the prior calendar year and the denom nator of

which is the consuner price index ending in cal endar vear

2002. "

Section 2. The amendnent proposed by this resolution
shall be submtted to the people for their approval or
rejection at the next general election or at any speci al
el ection prior to that date that may be called for that

pur pose.
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