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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

HB 810 makes changes to the structure of the State Highway Commission. It eliminates the cur-
rent six commission districts and provides for the governor to appoint two commissioners from
each congressional digtrict, with the advice and consent of the senate. The current staggered six-
year terms for commissioners are eliminated, and new language provides that commissioners
shall serve at the pleasure of the governor.

The bill also changes how commissioners may be removed from office. Current law requires
commissiorers shall not be removed except for incompetence, neglect of duty or malfeasance in
office, and removal requires approval of the Senate. HB810 provides that commissioners serve
at the pleasure of the governor and provides that commissioners may be removed by ajoint reso-
[ution approved by two-thirds of each house of the legidature.

The bill contains atemporary provision that the terms of commissioners holding office on June
30, 2003 expire on July 1, 2003.
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Significant |ssues

The State Highway and Transportation Department notes that currently, as provided in Section
67-3-8 NMSA 1978, the SHTD, with the approval of the commission, is organized into six op-
erational highway districts, with six district professional engineers. Asamatter of consistency
and continuity, and likely the legidative intent, these districts are coterminous with the six com+
mission districts eliminated by this bill.

The entire operational aspect of the SHTD is built and organized upon these operational highway
district boundaries, including construction, maintenance and traffic services. Maintenance pa
trols, including snow removal and emergency response activities, are a part of this organization.

If this bill is adopted, and commission districts become coterminous with the three congressional
districts, the current continuity and consistency between operational highway districts and com-

mission districtsis lost. For example, congressional district 1 includes portions of highway dis-

tricts 3 and 5, congressional district 2 includes portions of highway districts 1,2, 3, 4, and 6, and

congressional district 3 includes portions of highway districts 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.

CONFLICT

HB810 conflicts with SB 652 which provides that commissioners serve at the pleasure of the
governor but does not change the district boundaries for commissioners.
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