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SUMMARY 
 
Synopsis 

 
Senate Bill 57 eliminates the requirement that an election for determination of local option shall 
be initiated through the filing of a petition. SB 57 removes the requirement for a petition and 
proposes to allow local governing bodies to bring a local option election to voters through a sim-
ple resolution.  
 
Significant Issues 
 

• The Liquor Control Act currently provides that any county or municipality with a popula-
tion of 5,000, or more, may adopt local option if its qualified electors petition the govern-
ing body to hold an election. The petition must contain 5% or more of the registered vot-
ers signatures.  Upon determining the petition requirements have been met, the election 
shall be called within 75 days.  If a majority of the votes cast are in favor of the sale, ser-
vice, or public consumption of alcoholic beverages in the county or municipality, the 
chairman of the governing body shall declare by order that the county or municipality has 
adopted the local option provisions of the Liquor Control Act. 
 

• New Mexico currently consists of 127 local option districts, of which approximately 50 
have not had an election to allow beer and wine sales at restaurants.   
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