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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill 
 
Senate Bill 601 amends the Municipal Code to allow municipalities that provide for the collec-
tion and disposal of yard waste to charge a fee.  The fee would apply to persons owning or con-
trolling real property.    
 
     Significant Issues 
 
Existing statute allows municipalities to charge fees for “refuse” collection and disposal.  It is 
unclear why “yard waste” cannot be considered “refuse” and treated as such with regard to  
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disposal fees.  NMED notes that municipalities may currently elect to collect yard trimmings 
along with regular residential refuse, thereby not require special handling.   
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
If municipalities are currently incurring expenses for the collection and disposal of yard waste 
that are not covered by the refuse collection fee they are authorized to collect, this bill would 
help them cover those expenses. 
 
OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
 
NMED notes that the bill does not encourage municipalities to compost the yard waste that is 
collected.  Many cities in the U.S. are taking such waste materials and treating it as a resource for 
their composting systems. 
 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
 
The Attorney General’s office recommends including a definition section to define and/or distin-
guish “yard waste” and “refuse.” 
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