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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Joint Resolution 20 allows municipalities with a population greater than 60,000 to pro-
vide for instant runoff elections, as defined in Section 1 (C) by ordinance or by charter. If instant
runoff elections are adopted, the candidate that receives a mgjority of first-choice votes for an
office shall be declared elected to that office.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

There is no appropriation associated with this bill; however, the Secretary of State anticipates a
cost of $32.0 to make the changes for an instant runoff election to the ballots. The Secretary of
State also notes voting systems will have to be purchased if instant runoff elections are adopted
by municipalities.
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ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

The Secretary of State anticipates minimal administrative implications to change the ballot; how-
ever, intensive voter education will need to be administered if instant runoff elections are
adopted by the municipalities.

CONFLICT

Senate Joint Resolution 20 conflicts with House Joint Resolution which would allow instant run-
off dections for municipalities with a population over 20,000, as determined by the census, and
only alow municipalities to have instant runoff elections if they amend their charter pursuant to
Article 10, Section 6 of the Constitution of New Mexico to alow it. House Joint Resolution 1
also does not provide a definition of instant runoff elections.

Senate Joint Resolution 20 also conflicts with House Joint Resolution 11 which allows instant
runoff elections for al elections, except municipal or primary elections, for municipalities that
have not adopted a charter pursuant to Article 10, Section 6 of the Constitution of New Mexico,
for municipalities who have adopted the charter prior to this amendment, and for municipalities
who have adopted the charter after this amendment, as long asiit is adopted by a majority vote in
the next municipal election. House Joint Resolution 11 also does not provide a definition of in
stant runoff elections.
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