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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

Senate Memoria 44 requests the State Parks Division (Division) of the Bhergy, Minerals and
Natural Resources Department study the current Division fee schedule and park revenues to de-
termine a fair and reasonable fee schedule. Thereafter, the Division is to report its findings to
legidlative finance committee and the interim legislative water and natural resources committee
by September 1, 2003.

Significant Issues:

According to the State Parks Division, the following should be remember when considering this
bill:

The Division generates 60% of its budget from self-generated revenue, including fees.
Thus, fees are critical concern for the Division. In recent years fee revenues have been
significantly impacted by a variety of natural forces, as well as changes to the fee sched-
ule.
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This study directs the Division to assess its fee schedule to best meet the demands of the
visiting public. As part of the review, the Division will need to study admission and
camping user fees in addition to other existing and potential revenue sources.

Updating the fee schedule will ensure that fees are fair, reasonable and not excessive, as
well as ensuring the parks are as self supporting as possible as required in NMSA 1978,
Section 16-2-7.

The Division believes that some changes to the existing fee schedule may be warranted in
order to ensure fairness to all sectors of the public, respond to public demand for various
fee options, such as annual passes, and evaluate revenue potential. For example, the cu-
rent fee schedule allows only New Mexico senior citizens and disabled veterans to pu-
chase an annual camping pass.

The Division is always interested in new information and better approaches to improving
its fee programs. This study will be an important opportunity to proactively re-evauate
the Division’'s fee schedule and other revenue sources, to report to the legidature, and to
involve the legidature and the general public in any future decisions about fees.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

There is no appropriation in SM 44.There will be minimal, nonrecurring costs to the state
through the Energy, Mineral and Natural Resources Departmert, which will be required to com-
mit FTE and budget resources to carrying out this study. The State Parks Division of the De-
partment has indicated a desire to pursue this memorial’s objectives and to absorb any costs re-
lated to doing so within its existing operating budget.
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