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FISCAL IMPACT REPORT
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 309 proposes to amend the athletic trainer standards, expand board duties and change
licensure, examination and provisional permits requirements.

New language proposed would define the board’s five members as United States citizens who
have been New Mexico Residents for three years prior to appointment. Language proposed to be
removed would require the three licensed athletic trainer board members to have practiced in the
state for three years. New language is proposed which states that board members must reside in
different districts.

The Department Duties section is proposed to be amended so that the department no longer
evaluates qualifications of applicants, but rather processes the applications. An additional duty
of maintaining a register of applicants for public record is proposed.

“Board Duties” are proposed to be amended to be: “Board Powers and Duties,” and new board
powers and duties are proposed as follows: the selection and administration of semiannual ex-
aminations, the establishment of passing level scores, the determination of eligibility for licen-
sure, the setting of fees for services and licensure as authorized in the Athletic Trainer Practice
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Act and the authorization of disbursements to carry out the provisions of the Act, the review of
license applications and recommendation of action, and the ability to establish continuing educa-
tion requirements.

The requirements for licensure are proposed to be amended so the Board, rather the Regulations
and Licensing Department, may issue licenses. Language is proposed to be removed which re-
quires individual s to complete a training program approved by the national athletic trianers as-
sociation, to complete a 1500 hour clinical hour internship at an accredited college or university
and to submit a letter of recommendation form tan athletic trainer licensed in New Mexico or a
member of the national athletic trainers association.

The “current competence in the use of automated electrical defibrillator units” is proposed as a
new requirement of licensure.

HB 309 proposes that the “New Mexico Laws and Regulations Examination” should determine
professional competency and that the Board would determine exam dates, deadlines and re-
examination criteria. The bill provides for a up to two provisional permits that could be obtained
by an applicant who meets all licensure requirements other than passing the national certification
exam if the applicant provides proof of registration for the exam.

License renewal language is proposed to include language which would require proof of auto-
mated electrical defibrillator units and to provide for licensee requirements for timeliness of re-

newal and monetary and practicing consequences should the licensee not renew on time.

Significant Issues

It is unclear what type of district the board members must live in (judicial, legislative)?

According to the Regulations and Licensing Department (RLD), additional provisions would re-
quire the applicant to show proof of current use of an (AED). AED, the department states, is a
devise used in cardiac arrest, or sudden cardiac death when the heart’s electrical activity is disor-
ganized and there is no effective pumping of blood. RLD asserts that the AED is capable of rec-
ognizing the heart’s electrical activity, and determining if an electric shock is required; if the
shock is needed, a voice prompt in the AED is activated, telling the trainer to push a button to
deliver the shock wave.

CONFLICT, DUPLICATION, COMPANIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP

House Bill 309 relates to HB 306, which proposes to extend the Athletic Trainer Boards current
sunset date and HB 310, which proposes new language to specify the legislature as the appropri-
ating body for the Board’s funds.

WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THIS BILL?

According to RLD, the current minimal standards including scope of practice and licensure re-
quirement for Athletic Trainers would remain in effect and public protection would be ensured.
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