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FISCAL IMPACT REPORT
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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 506 amends various sections of statute related to ignition interlock and motor vehicle
licenses. The bill requires that a motor vehicle license not be issues to a person convicted of
DWI except as provided in the Ignition Interlock Licensing Act (Sections 66-5-501 through 66-
5-504). The bill makes revocation of a motor vehicle license mandatory upon a driver’s convic-
tion of any offense rendering a persona “first offender” as defined in the Motor Vehicle Code.
The bill further provides that no first or subsequent offender be issued a driver’s license.

House Bill 506 further provides that upon a DWI conviction, the offender’s driver’s license shall
be revoked and have driving privileges denied. The bill provides that within 24 hours of convic-
tion, the sentencing court shall notify MVD of the conviction and upon receipt of this notifica-
tion, MVD is to revoke or deny the offender’s driver’s license and driving privileges.
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Significant Issues

This bill requires that any person convicted of DWI is to be denied a driver’s license unless that
person applies for an ignition interlock license. The bill does not provide for due process in
driver’s license revocation. According to NMPD, the action is mandatory and automatic and due
process requires notice and an opportunity for a hearing before the state can suspend or revoke a
person’s driver’s license [State v. Herrera, 111 N.M. 560, 562, 807 P.2d 744, 746 (Ct. App.
1991); Maso v. State Taxation & Revenue Dep't, 2004-NMSC-28, 910 (N.M., 2004)]. NMPD
also contends that this bill will not withstand constitutional challenges.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

According to AOC, there will be a minimal administrative cost for statewide update, distribution,
and documentation of statutory changes. Any additional fiscal impact on the judiciary would be
proportional to the enforcement of this law and commenced prosecutions. New laws, amend-
ments to existing laws, and new hearings have the potential to increase caseloads in the courts,
thus requiring additional resources to handle the increase.

CONFLICT, DUPLICATION, COMPANIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP

This bill conflict directly with HB 282, which adds additional mandatory ignition interlock re-
quirements. This bill is also most similar to HB 502.

WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THIS BILL?

Current law regarding driver’s license issuance and denial for those convicted of DWI will re-
main the same.
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