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SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis of Bill 
 
House Bill 321, Requiring Vehicles to Yield the Right of Way When Pedestrians are in Cross-
walks, is aimed at improving pedestrian crosswalk safety by amending Section 66-7-334, which 
does not require drivers to yield the right of way to pedestrians in a crosswalk unless “the pedes-
trian is upon the half of the roadway upon which the vehicle is traveling or when the pedestrian 
is approaching so closely from the opposite half of the roadway as to be in danger.”  House Bill 
321 would require drivers to yield the right of way to pedestrians in the crosswalk no matter 
where the pedestrian is in relation to the driver and the driver’s vehicle.  
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
New Mexico has one of the highest pedestrian fatality rates in the nation per 100,000 people.  
This bill would provide greater protection for pedestrians.   
 



House Bill 321 – Page 2 
 
The law currently requires that a driver yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk only when the pedes-
trian is on the driver’s side of the road.  This Bill would make it mandatory that a driver slow 
down and/or yield to the pedestrian when the pedestrian is in any part of a crosswalk. 
 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
 
Public Safety Department notes that enforcement of new law may be complicated/difficult when 
crosswalk is on a 4 lane divided highway as this may affect traffic flow in direction furthest from 
pedestrian and could cause traffic difficulties 
 
EO/mt                              


