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SUMMARY 
 
 Synopsis of Bill  
 
Senate Bill 16 amends section 12-10-8 to add a subsection that provides immunity to persons 
who provide, voluntarily and without compensation, goods and services in response to an emer-
gency or disaster, as declared by the governor.  Such persons are not liable for injury or death, 
except for willful misconduct, gross negligence or bad faith, arising out of the provision of ser-
vices or goods as provided in this subsection. It also repeals sections 12-10-10.1 through 12-10-
13 (providing for emergency credentialing of otherwise qualified individuals to render aid in 
cases of emergencies). 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) states that there will be a minimal administrative 
cost for statewide update, distribution and documentation of statutory changes.  Any additional 
fiscal impact on the judiciary would be proportional to a potential additional level of proof re-
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quired under the Act.  New laws, amendments to existing laws and new hearings have the poten-
tial to increase caseloads in the courts, thus requiring additional resources to handle the increase. 
  
PERFORMANCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The AOC states that the courts are participating in performance-based budgeting.  This bill may 
have an impact on the measures of the district courts in the following areas: 

• Cases disposed of as a percent of cases filed 
• Percent change in case filings by case type 
• Clearance Rate 

 
CONFLICT 
 
Conflicts with HB 227 (Homeland Security and Emergency Management Act) 
 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
 
The Attorney General’s Office raises the following technical issue: The repealed provisions pro-
viding for temporary credentialing during emergencies were originally enacted in 2002 by chap-
ter 83.  The “short title” for those sections was enacted in 2005.  The 2002 law, chapter 83, sec-
tion 1, added a concomitant definition of “emergency,” and it appears at section 61-1-2 (F).  SB 
16 does not repeal that definition, although it repeals the other sections, namely sections 2 
through 4 of chapter 83. 
 
BS/mt                             


