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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill  
 
House Bill 101 creates a new section of Chapter 34 NMSA 1978 allowing a justice, judge or 
magistrate to substitute either a personal post office box or the address of the court where the 
justice, judge or magistrate presides in lieu of a physical residence address on any license, permit 
or identification card issued by any state agency or local public body.   
 
The Bill further amends NMSA 1978, § 1-4-5.1 allowing a justice, judge or magistrate to 
substitute a personal post office box or the address of the court where the justice, judge or 
magistrate presides on a voter registration certificate while still being assigned to a precinct 
based on the justice’s, judge’s or magistrate’s actual physical residence address.   
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
There are no fiscal implications. 
 
 



House Bill 101 – Page 2 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
Increasingly, judges are the targets of threats and violence by the litigants whose cases are 
brought before the court and others.  Examples of such threatening activities include suspicious 
mailings, harassing phone calls, stalking, verbal abuse, and have even escalated to murder on 
more than one occasion.  In response to the increase in threatening activity, Congress enacted the 
Court Security Improvement Act of 2007. This bill is modeled on this Act  allowing federal 
justices and judges to substitute the address of the courthouse in lieu of the individual’s address 
of principle residence.    
 
SOS notes that a justice, judge or magistrate will have to provide identification to confirm the 
address is assigned to a precinct based on the elector’s actual physical residence address. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The administrative implications are minimal, requiring county clerks to make allowance in 
record keeping systems for special registration of judges. 
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