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SUMMARY

Svnopsis of Bill

The Senate Public Affairs Committee substitute for Senate Bill 3 proposes an amendment to
current law relating to arrests under the Motor Vehicle Code and the Boating while Intoxicated
Act to:

1) Expand those who can take blood tests to add emergency medical technicians and
certified phlebotomists ( while deleting laboratory technicians); and

2) Expand and clarify the type of authorized blood tests that can be taken (“chemical blood
tests”) to include testing for drugs other than alcohol.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES

The AGO points to society’s increasing use of drugs other than alcohol as requiring the
expansion of authorized blood testing to include other drugs. The AGO also suggests that the
deletion of laboratory technicians from the list of persons authorized to conduct blood draws may
have a limiting effect on enforcement efforts. DPS notes that this bill will increase the
availability of necessary testing in rural areas throughout the state.
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WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THIS BILL

The AGO urges adoption of this bill to allow for full prosecution of intoxicated boaters, based on
several boating accidents in which serious injuries or deaths occurred where testing for drugs
other than alcohol did not occur and defendants were not held fully accountable.
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