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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill   
 
Senate Memorial 47 proclaims February 18, 2013 to be “Chaparral Day” in the Senate for the 
difficulties it faces relating to infrastructure, political support and economic development.   
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
Chaparral is an unincorporated, census-designated place located in Doña Ana and Otero counties 
and situated next to White Sands Missile Range and Fort Bliss; and is the largest Colonia in New 
Mexico with a population of 14,631 as of the 2010 federal decennial census.  Colonias are 
communities within 150 miles of the U.S. border lacking adequate infrastructure including a 
potable water supply, adequate sewage systems and safe housing.   
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