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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill  
 
House Bill 97 amends the Assessment and Accountability Act in the Public School Code to 
remove assessment requirements from the readiness assessment system for ninth and tenth grade 
students. Current law requires administration of a short-cycle diagnostic assessment in reading, 
language arts, and math to ninth- and 10th-grade students at least three times a year.  The bill 
also removes language that requires PED to ensure that ninth- and 10th grade assessment results 
are reported to students, parents and public no later than four weeks following the date the 
assessments are administered. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
This bill does not contain an appropriation. Elimination of assessment requirements could save 
school districts and charter schools state equalization guarantee (SEG) funds through the 
reduction of testing costs if districts choose to discontinue administration of those assessments.  
 
 
 
 
 



House Bill 97 – Page 2 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
According to PED, removing the word “all” from the requirement that all students must take the 
state required assessments appears to conflict with statute NMSA 22-2C-4.D, which states “All 
students shall participate in the academic assessment program.” 
 
PERFORMANCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
PED notes that eliminating the requirement to administer short-cycle assessments in grades 9 and 
10 is logical and aligns with the state’s current assessment system, which now requires 
summative testing of students in those grade levels.  Removal of this requirement would alleviate 
some testing requirements on the local level. 
 
TECHNICAL ISSUES 
 
On page 2, line 19, PED would like consideration be given to leaving the word “all” rather than 
striking the word. 
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