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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill 
 
House Joint Memorial 2 (HJM2) expresses support for a strengthened commitment from the 
Legislature toward eliminating academic achievement gaps and disparities in educational 
outcomes in New Mexico. HJM2 would encourage all state agencies, school districts, and local 
governments to work together and commit to eliminating the academic achievement gap between 
ethnic minority and non-minority students. HJM2 requests that copies of the memorial be 
transmitted to the cabinet secretary of the Public Education Department (PED), the chair of the 
Legislative Education Study Committee (LESC), and the executive director of the National 
Education Association (NEA).  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
HJM2 does not contain an appropriation.   
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
On July 20, 2018, the 1st Judicial District Court issued an initial decision and order on the 
consolidated Yazzie v. New Mexico and Martinez v. New Mexico education sufficiency lawsuits, 
which found New Mexico’s public education system failed to provide a sufficient education for 
at-risk, English learner (EL), Native American, and special education students. On December 20, 
2018, the court issued its final findings and conclusions of law in the consolidated lawsuits. In 
both the initial decision and final findings, the court cited evidence highlighting areas where 
funding levels, financing methods, and PED oversight were deficient. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS  
 
HJM2 would encourage all state agencies, school districts, and local governments to work 
together and commit to eliminating the academic achievement gap between ethnic minority and 
non-minority students. 
 
HJM2 requests that copies of the memorial be transmitted to the cabinet secretary of the Public 
Education Department (PED), the chair of the Legislative Education Study Committee (LESC), 
and the executive director of the National Education Association (NEA). 
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