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SUMMARY 
 

     Synopsis of House Joint Resolution 

 

House Joint Resolution 13 would ask voters to amend Article 4, Sections 5 and 23, of the New 

Mexico Constitution to change the length of legislative sessions from 60 days in odd-numbered 

years and 30 days in even-numbered years to 45 days every year. In addition, the amendment 

would remove restrictions on what bills can be considered during sessions in even-numbered years, 

currently limited to revenue bills, bills requested by the governor, and bills vetoed by the governor 

in the previous year. Finally, the amendment would provide that any bill without an effective date 

would go into effect 75 days after the adjournment of the Legislature, as opposed to the 90 days 

currently in the constitution. 

 

If approved by the Legislature, voters would consider the amendment during the next general 

election in November 2022 or during a special election called for the purpose of considering the 

question. 

 

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  

 

http://www.nmlegis.gov/
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Almost $5.5 million was appropriated for the 30-day legislative session in 2020 and about $10.2 

million was appropriated for the current 60-day session, suggesting a 45-day session would cost 

about $7.85 million. In effect, a move to a 45-day sessions every year should result in savings in 

odd-numbered fiscal years and extra costs in odd-numbered fiscal years and should balance out 

over two years. 

 

HJR13 would require the constitutional amendment be on ballot in November 2022. Under Section 

1-16-4 NMSA 1978 and the New Mexico Constitution, the Secretary of State is required to print 

samples of the text of each constitutional amendment, in both Spanish and English, in an amount 

equal to 10 percent of the registered voters in the state. The Secretary of State is also required to 

publish them once a week for four weeks preceding the election in newspapers in every county in 

the state. The estimated cost per constitutional amendment is $150 thousand to $200 thousand 

depending on the size and number of ballots and if additional ballot stations are needed. 

 

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 

 

The New Mexico Legislature met every other year until 1964, when voters – apparently persuaded 

by arguments the state had become too big to continue to work with biennial budgets – approved 

a 30-day session just for budget issues to be held during even-numbered years. 

 

With no restrictions on the bills that can be considered during sessions in even-numbered years, it 

is likely more bills will be introduced; however, with fewer days for consideration during sessions 

in odd-numbered years, more bills are likely to die on adjournment through inaction. 

 

CONFLICT, DUPLICATION, COMPANIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP 

 

HJR13, relates to SJR23 concerning legislative term limits. 

 

Three proposals to ask voters to amend the constitution to expand the scope of 30-day sessions 

and change session length introduced in 2020 and 2019 have died on adjournment through lack of 

action. 
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