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BILL SUMMARY 

 

Synopsis of Bill 
 
House Bill 420 (HB420) makes an appropriation to Early Childhood Education and Care 
Department (ECECD) to facilitate coordination among providers, improve access to services, and 

expand the capacity of existing support services for families in Doña Ana County to reduce rates 
of adverse childhood experiences (ACEs). 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
HB420 appropriates $1.14 million from the general fund to ECECD for expenditure in FY24 
through FY27. Any unexpended or unencumbered balance remaining at the end of FY27 shall 
revert to the general fund. 

 
SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 
 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). ACEs are defined as 10 potentially traumatic 

experiences that fall into the categories of abuse, neglect, and other household challenges that 
occur before a child reaches their 18th birthday. A hallmark 1998 study revealed the connection 
between four or more ACEs and an increased risk of unhealthy behavior, such as smoking 
cigarettes, and disease. In the United States, ACEs are unfortunately common. Nationally, more 

than half of adults have reported one ACE, and 13 percent of adults have reported four or more 
ACEs. In New Mexico, the prevalence of children with one or more ACEs significantly outpaces 
the nation, as data from the Child and Adolescent Health Measurement Initiative shows 49 percent 
of children in New Mexico have at least one ACE compared with 39.8 percent of children 

nationally. However, survivors of trauma can recover, and research suggests early interventions 
like those proposed in HB420 can mitigate long-term consequences of trauma. 
 
Early Childhood Education and Care Department (ECECD).  With the creation of New 

Mexico’s ECECD in 2019—and the beginning of funding for programs in FY21—the 
administration of all early childhood programs and services is now overseen by a single state 
agency with a cabinet-level secretary. The intent of ECECD is to allow for better coordination and 
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alignment in early childhood programming. The department provides a continuum of programs 
that serve the age range of prenatal to age five including child care services, case management 
services, family infant toddler (FIT) programs, pre-kindergarten programs, home visiting, and 

family nutrition.  
 
While it is unclear how the appropriation in HB420 will fit into ECECD’s existing programs or 
how funds will be used to facilitate coordinator among providers, all of ECECD’s programs are 

geared toward supporting children and families. Further, the prevention of ACEs fits with 
ECECD’s mission to “optimize the health, development, education, and well-being of babies, 
toddlers, and preschoolers through a family-driven, equitable, community-based system of high-
quality prenatal and early childhood programs and services.” According to ECECD, the 

department is working to expand support services for families in Doña Ana County.  
 
RELATED BILLS  
 

Relates to HB112, Public School Wellness Room Pilot Project, which creates a pilot project to 
demonstrate the positive impacts of wellness rooms for students in need of a calming environment 
to self-regulate, including students with ACEs. 
 

Nearly duplicates SB49, Reduce Adverse Childhood Experiences, which makes an appropriation 
to ECECD to facilitate coordination among providers, improve access to eservices, and expand the 
capacity of existing support services for families in Doña Ana County to reduce rates of ACEs. 
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