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AgencyAnalysis.nmlegis.gov and email to billanalysis@dfa.nm.gov 

(Analysis must be uploaded as a PDF) 
 
SECTION I:  GENERAL INFORMATION 
{Indicate if analysis is on an original bill, amendment, substitute or a correction of a previous bill} 
 

Date Prepared: 

 

January 23, 2026 Check all that apply: 
Bill Number: HJR 1 Original  __ Correction __ 
  Amendment  __ Substitute  __ 

 

Sponsor: Chandler  

Agency Name 
and Code 
Number: 

NM Independent Community 
Colleges   994 

Short 
Title: 

Boards of Regents Nominating 
Committees, CA 

 Person Writing 
 

Vanessa K. Hawker 
 Phone:  Email

 
vhawker@hawkerhynson.com 

 
SECTION II:  FISCAL IMPACT 
 

APPROPRIATION (dollars in thousands) 
 

Appropriation  Recurring 
or Nonrecurring 

Fund 
Affected FY26 FY27 

Indeterminate Indeterminate   
 (Parenthesis ( ) indicate expenditure decreases) 
 
 
SECTION III:  NARRATIVE 
 
BILL SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis:   House Joint Resolution 1 (HJR 1) amends Article 12, Section 13 of the New 
Mexico Constitution. The proposed amendments would: 
• Not permit the nomination of regents who have changed their political party registration 

is the 6 months preceding their appointment. This provision does not apply to the student 
regent. 

• The governor is required to nominate regents who have been included in a list of names 
provided to the governor by a nominating committee for each institution. 

• The governor is required to select the student regent from a list provided by the elected 
student governing body of the institution. These changes do not apply to New Mexico’s 
‘special schools”:  the New Mexico Military Institute, the New Mexico School for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired, the New Mexico School for the Deaf. 

• The legislature is required to establish statute creating the nominating committees 
including the terms, powers, and duties of the committee. No more than 50% of the 
nominating committee members may be from the same political party, additionally, 
members of the committee may not have changed their political party registration in the 6 

https://agencyanalysis.nmlegis.gov/
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months preceding appointment.  
 
HJR 1 is to be submitted to the voters for approval or rejection at the next general election or any 
special election held prior to the next general election. 
 
  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
There will be costs associated with the operations of the nominating committees, including per 
diem payments for the members. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
It is unclear whether the operations of each nominating committee will be attributed to each 
institution enumerated in Article 12, Section 13 of the Constitution or if there will be another 
entity, such as the higher education department, charged with oversight of the nominating 
committees. 
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