| LFC Requester: \ Jorgensen

AGENCY BILL ANALYSIS - 2026 REGULAR SESSION

WITHIN 24 HOURS OF BILL POSTING, UPLOAD ANALYSIS TO
AgencyAnalysis.nmlegis.gov and email to billanalysis@dfa.nm.gov
(Analysis must be uploaded as a PDF)
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SECTION II: FISCAL IMPACT

(Parenthesis () indicate revenue decreases)

ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT (dollars in thousands)

3 Year Recurring or Fund
FY26 Fy27 FY28 Total Cost | Nonrecurring | Affected
Agency &
Total Indeterminate N Institution
Budgets

(Parenthesis () Indicate Expenditure Decreases)

SECTION III: NARRATIVE

BILL SUMMARY

Synopsis: House Memorial 33 (HM 33) requests the higher education department (HED) to
convene a task force to study, develop recommendations, and draft legislation for collecting
data on parenting students.

The task force is to include:
e Staff from at least two four-year public institutions, including research and student
services staff.
e Staff from at least two two-year community colleges, including research and student
services staff.
Staff from a tribal college or university.
Parenting students from at least two public colleges or universities.
A member of the children’s cabinet.
A representative from HED’s data advisory group.
A representative from the New Mexico student parent alliance.


https://agencyanalysis.nmlegis.gov/
mailto:billanalysis@dfa.nm.gov

The task force is to prepare a report on “parenting students” which is to include:

e An assessment of the current status of parenting student data collection.

e Recommendations for implementing statewide data collection for higher education
institutions which should include suggestions for consistent question phrasing, modes
of data collection that will assess parenting status over the length of the students’
enrollment.

The report and recommendations are to be presented to the legislative health and human services
committee and other appropriate legislative interim committees by November 1, 2026.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

Memorials do not carry funding. There will be costs associated with the task force. These costs
would be absorbed by HED and institutions.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES

Nationally approximately 30% of students at community colleges care for dependent children.
Santa Fe Community College (SFCC) conducted a student survey in spring 2024 (see below).
The average age of parenting students at SFCC is 38 and has one child. Thirty-nine percent of
the SFCC students have a child under the age of 6. Over 80% are working while going to school
— with 60% working full-time.

Per the 2024 survey, the top 5 reasons a parenting student attends SFCC are:
e To increase their earning potential.
e To be an inspiration for their children or other family members.
e To change careers or re-enter the workforce after time away.
e To fulfill their dream of earning a degree.
e To learn for learning’s sake.

The report starts on the next page.
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Figure 9. Enrollment (n = 758)
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Parenting students, motivated by their
futures, take non-direct pathways through
school

Many students, including parenting students, take a
break from school and come back as returning
stdents 2 including 67% of parenting students at
SFCC, compared to 667 of non-parenting students
|see Figure 11)

Parenting students’ top reasons for

returning to SFCC are:

Toincrease their eaming potential (34%%)
T bee an inspiration for their children or other
Famiby members (467%)
Tochange careers or re-enter the workforce after
time away (3776

»  Tofulfill their dream of =arming a degres (3774)

« Tolearn for kearming's salke [347%)
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Figure 11 Retuming college students (n=715)
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Parenting students face many specific
challenges while pursuing their dreams

While all students experience arange of obstacles
during their time in school, parenting students often
have additional family responsibalites, financial
obligations, and time commitments outside of school
that may make it hard to reach their academic goals
[se= Figure 14). At SFCC, many parenting students
struggle to meet their basic needs {see Figure 12}
Marry parenting students also struggle vath mental
health (z2e Figure 13)

Figure 12 Financial secunty and stability
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Figure 13. Mental health
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Figure 16 Current childcare coverage (n=120)
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Parenting students desire school-based
supports and services

Schools can help mitigate challenges and support
parenting students by offening or strengthening
Wanous on-Campus supports and senaces. Parenting
students at SFCC express interest in several key
supports (see Figure 17) and seraces (see Fgure 15

The top three supports that parenting

students indicated they would use are:

= Dutdoor play spaces

= Famihy-friendly study spaces where children are

weloome

= A campus food pantry

he top three services they would use are:

= Free family/children's activities and events
= Indnadual or family counseling
= Drop-in on-campees childcare for a few hours at a

time

Figure 17. Desired supports (n= 157)
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Figure 18 Desired services (n = 1548)
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Parenting students need classes, services,
and supports that fit their schedules

Schiools can also help meet parenting students’
speific needs by offering a range of times for dlass
instruction and inchusree hours for on-campus
supports and services. At SFCC, many parenting
students (474 prefer to take dasses thatare in
person or with Ive virtual instruction in the mormings
|see Figure 1%). Likewise, many parenting students

1387 prefer to aocess physical supports and senaces
in the momings (ses Figure 200

Figure 1% Preferred time of day to take dasses in person or
with Iive virtual instruction (n = &47)
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Methods

Students at rine higher educabion institutions in Mew
Mexico responded to an online survey in Spring 2024, co-
developed by Santa Fe Community College and national
research partner Child Trends. 832 students at Santa Fe
Community College (5FCC) responded, incleding 172
parenting students. To protect students' confidentality, we
suppressad the survey findings with fewer than 10
FESpONGES

Full details on methods can be found in the state surmmany
report, Survey of Parenting Students in Mew Mexico Hielps Us
Understand Their Meeds, at weww childirends org

This research was funded by the Annie E Casey Foundation
Wie thank them for their support but acknowledge that the
findings and conclusions presented inthis report are those of
the authors alone, and do not necessarily reflect the opinions
of the Foundation

The authors are grateful to the students who parbicipated m
this survey and the insttutions that made it possible,
mcluding Mew Mexico Independent Community Colleges,
the Santa Fe Community College Student Parent Success
Program, and the Office of Planning and Instriutional
Effectivensss

Suggested citation: Balén, Z, Rust, K & Ryberg, B (2024)
Parenting students at Santa Fe Community College Chald
Trends

Mote: Zabryna Balén and Katehyn Rust share joint first
authorship.
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