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SECTION I:  GENERAL INFORMATION 
{Indicate if analysis is on an original bill, amendment, substitute or a correction of a previous bill} 
 

Date Prepared: 

 

February 2, 2026 Check all that apply: 
Bill Number: SM 16 Original  _x

 
Correction __ 

  Amendment  __ Substitute  __ 
 

Sponsor: Jaramillo  

Agency Name 
and Code 
Number: 

NM Independent Community 
Colleges   994 

Short 
Title: 

Data on Parenting Students in 
Higher Ed. 

 Person Writing 
 

Vanessa K. Hawker 
 Phone:  Email

 
vhawker@hawkerhynson.com 

 
SECTION II:  FISCAL IMPACT 
 
(Parenthesis ( ) indicate revenue decreases) 
 

ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT (dollars in thousands) 
 

 FY26 FY27 FY28 3 Year 
Total Cost 

Recurring or 
Nonrecurring 

Fund 
Affected 

Total  Indeterminate   N 
Agency & 
Institution 
Budgets 

(Parenthesis ( ) Indicate Expenditure Decreases) 
 
SECTION III:  NARRATIVE 
 
BILL SUMMARY 
 

Synopsis:  Senate Memorial 16 (SM 16) requests the higher education department (HED) to 
convene a task force to study, develop recommendations, and draft legislation for collecting 
data on parenting students. 
 
The task force is to include: 

• Staff from at least two four-year public institutions, including research and student 
services staff. 

• Staff from at least two two-year community colleges, including research and student 
services staff. 

• Staff from a tribal college or university. 
• Parenting students from at least two public colleges or universities. 
• A member of the children’s cabinet. 
• A representative from HED’s data advisory group. 
• A representative from the New Mexico student parent alliance. 

https://agencyanalysis.nmlegis.gov/
mailto:billanalysis@dfa.nm.gov


 
The task force is to prepare a report on “parenting students” which is to include: 

• An assessment of the current status of parenting student data collection. 
• Recommendations for implementing statewide data collection for higher education 

institutions which should include suggestions for consistent question phrasing, modes 
of data collection that will assess parenting status over the length of the students’ 
enrollment. 

The report and recommendations are to be presented to the legislative health and human services 
committee and other appropriate legislative interim committees by November 1, 2026. 
 
  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
Memorials do not carry funding. There will be costs associated with the task force. These costs 
would be absorbed by HED and institutions.   
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
Nationally approximately 30% of students at community colleges care for dependent children. 
Santa Fe Community College (SFCC) conducted a student survey in spring 2024 (see below). 
The average age of parenting students at SFCC is 38 and has one child. Thirty-nine percent of 
the SFCC students have a child under the age of 6. Over 80% are working while going to school 
– with 60% working full-time.  
 
Per the 2024 survey, the top 5 reasons a parenting student attends SFCC are: 

• To increase their earning potential. 
• To be an inspiration for their children or other family members. 
• To change careers or re-enter the workforce after time away. 
• To fulfill their dream of earning a degree. 
• To learn for learning’s sake. 

 
The report starts on the next page. 
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