AN ACT
RELATI NG TO COURTS; CREATI NG JUDGESHI PS I N THE FI RST AND
SECOND JUDI CI AL DI STRI CTS AND METROPOLI TAN COURT;
ESTABLI SHI NG A DRUG COURT I N THE SECOND JUDI Cl AL DI STRI CT;
PROVI DI NG FOR ADDI TI ONAL ASSI STANT DI STRI CT ATTORNEYS AND
PUBLI C DEFENDERS; AMENDI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NWMSA 1978; MAKI NG

APPROPRI ATl ONS.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE CF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 34-6-4 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1968,
Chapter 69, Section 7, as anended) is amended to read:
"34-6-4. JUDGES--FIRST JUDICl AL DI STRICT. - - There shal
be seven district judges in the first judicial district."
Section 2. Section 34-6-5 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1968,
Chapter 69, Section 8, as anended) is anmended to read:
"34-6-5. JUDGES--SECOND JUDI Cl AL DI STRICT. --There
shall be twenty-three district judges in the second judicial
district."”
Section 3. Section 34-8A-4.1 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1981, Chapter 318, Section 2, as anmended) is anmended to read:
"34-8A-4.1. METROPOLI TAN COURT JUDGES- - TERVB OF
OFFI CE- - ELECTI ON. - -
A. The elected termof office for each judge of
the netropolitan court is four years.

B. Judges of the metropolitan court who have been HAFC/HB 277
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previously elected in a partisan election or who were serving
as netropolitan judges on January 1, 1989 in divisions one
t hrough twel ve shall be subject to retention or rejection on
a nonpartisan ballot at the 1990 general election for a four-
year term endi ng Decenber 31, 1994.

C. Any person appointed to fill a vacancy on the
metropolitan court after January 1, 1989 shall serve unti
t he next general election. That person's successor shall be
chosen at that general election and shall hold the office
until the general election four years |ater

D. Judges of the Bernalillo county netropolitan
court for divisions thirteen, fourteen and fifteen shall be
appoi nted and shall serve until the 1992 general el ection
Their successors shall be chosen at that general election and
shall hold office until the general election four years
later. Additional judges shall be appointed and el ected
pursuant to Article 6 of the constitution of New Mexico."

Section 4. Section 34-8A-8 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1979,
Chapter 346, Section 8, as amended) is anended to read:
"34-8A-8. METROPCLI TAN COURT- - BERNALI LLO DI STRI CT. - -

A.  The nane of the netropolitan court in the
Bernalillo nmetropolitan district shall be the "Bernalillo
county metropolitan court".

B. The netropolitan court is an agency of the

judicial departnent of state governnent. Personnel of the HAFC/HB 277
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nmetropolitan court are subject to all laws and regul ati ons
applicable to state officers and agencies and state officers
and enpl oyees, except where otherw se specifically provided
by | aw

€—There—shat—be—eirghteenjudges—of—the
BetrratHtHo—county—retropottan—court—"

Section 5. TEMPORARY PROVI SI ON- - DRUG COURT. - - One of
the additional judges provided for the second judici al
district in this act shall preside over the operation of a
drug court.

Section 6. TEMPORARY PROVI SI ON- - APPO NTMENT. - - The
addi tional district judgeships provided for in this act shal
be filled by appointnment by the governor pursuant to Article
6 of the constitution of New Mexico for ternms beginning July
1, 1997.

Section 7. APPROPRI ATI ONS. - -

A. The followi ng amounts are appropriated from
the general fund to the following entities for expenditure in
fiscal year 1998 for the specified purposes:

(1) two hundred ninety-seven thousand five
hundred seventy-seven dollars ($297,577) to pay the cost of
addi ng an additional judgeship in the first judicial
district, including salary and benefits, training and office
equi prrent, furnishings and suppli es;

(2) four hundred ninety thousand nine HAFC/HB 277
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hundred dollars ($490,900) to the second judicial district to
pay two district court judges' salaries and benefits, provide

support staff and purchase furniture and equi pnent for the

j udgeshi ps;

(4) three hundred ei ghty-eight thousand
three hundred dollars ($388,300) to the district attorney's
office for the second judicial district to pay for salaries
and benefits for assistant district attorneys and support
staff; and

(5) five hundred sixty-six thousand dollars
($566,000) to the public defender departnment to pay for
sal aries and benefits for public defenders and support staff.

B. Any unexpended or unencunbered bal ance

renai ning at the end of fiscal year 1998 shall revert to the

general fund.

{1)—onehundred—twenty thousand—dollars HAFC/HB 277
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Section 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.--The effective date of the

provisions of this act is July 1, 1997.
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