AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C EDUCATI ON; PROVI DI NG FOR FAM LY
I NVOLVEMENT PROGRAMS | N SCHOOL DI STRI CTS; CREATI NG THE

COUNCI L ON FAM LY | NVOLVEMENT.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:
"SHORT TITLE.--This act may be cited as the "Famly
I nvol vement Act"."
Section 2. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:
"LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND PURPCSE. - -

A. The legislature finds that the involvenent and
support of famlies in the education of their children is an
integral part of inproving acadenic achi evenent and t hat
properly constructed famly invol venrent prograns can play an
i nportant and effective role in the participation of famlies
in their children's schools and in inproving their children's
| ear ni ng.

B. The purpose of the Fam |y Invol vement Act is
to ensure that fam |y invol venent prograns are properly
desi gned and i npl emented and to provide a focus and structure
for those prograns based on prior experience and research

while maintaining sufficient local flexibility to design a
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programthat best neets the needs of the |l ocal comunity.
The goal s of these prograns are to:

(1) engage famlies fromdiverse cultures
positively in their children's education by:

(a) building effective and consi stent
met hods of school - home conmuni cati ons;

(b) supporting famlies in devel opi ng
skills that enhance their children's academ c efforts and
their devel opnent as responsi bl e nenbers of society; and

(c) helping professionals learn to
work confortably with diverse famlies and to view these
fam |ies as val uabl e sources of information about their
chil dren;

(2) informfamlies that they can directly
affect the success of their children's |earning, offer
fam lies various techniques and strategies to inprove their
children's academ c success or assist their children in
| earning at home, if they desire; and

(3) integrate famly invol venent prograns,
i ncl uding conpliance with the provisions of the Famly
I nvol vemrent Act, into a school's master plan for academ c
accountability.”

Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:

"FAM LY | NVOLVEMENT COUNCI L. - -
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A, The "famly invol verent council" is created as
an advisory council to the departnent of education.

B. The council shall consist of nine nenbers
appoi nted by the state superintendent for staggered three-
year terns as foll ows:

(1) one representative of a statew de
par ent -t eacher organi zation

(2) two parents or guardians of pupils
enrolled in a public school

(3) two public school teachers;

(4) one public school adm nistrator;

(5) one local school board nenber

(6) one representative of the business
comuni ty; and

(7) one departnent of education enpl oyee,
who shall be the chairman of the council

C. The council shall

(1) develop an instrunent or process to
evaluate famly invol venent prograns devel oped by | oca
school boards;

(2) rmake recommendations to the departnent
of education about famly invol venent prograns that are
effective;

(3) nmake recommendations to the departnent
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and school staff;

(4) rmake recommendations to the departnent
of education about facilitating coordi nati on anong schoo
officials, parents and famlies, educators and comunity
| eaders; and

(5) rmake recommendations to the departnent
of education about the coordi nati on of departnent of
education services and services of other state agencies.

D. Menbers of the council who are not state
enpl oyees may receive no conpensati on except per diem and
travel expenses pursuant to the Per Diemand M| eage Act."
Section 4. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:
"FAM LY | N\VOLVEMENT PROGRAM - -
A.  Each |l ocal school board shall, in conjunction

wi th parents, teachers, adm nistrators and conmmunity | eaders,

establish a famly invol vement program for each school in the

school district. The |local school board shall

(1) ensure that parents and famlies
participate in the planning, design, inplenentation and
eval uation of the famly invol vement program and

(2) provide for regular and periodic
prograns throughout the school year that offer |earning
opportunities for both famlies and school personnel in areas

such as:
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(a) the ability of famlies to
directly affect the success of a child s |earning through the
support given at hone and at school;

(b) hone activities, strategies and
materials that can be used to assist and enhance the |earning
of children at home and at school

(c) the devel opnental needs of
chil dren, positive guidance techni ques and ways for parents
and teachers to build healthy relationships with children
and

(d) the ability of famlies and
school s to devel op consistent and effective comuni cations
concerning the progress of the children in school and
concer ni ng school prograrns;

(3) prepare an annual statement identifying
specific objectives of the program and

(4) conduct an annual review and assessnent
of the programis progress in neeting its objectives, which
shall be nade available to parents.

B. Afamly involvenent program may include the

fol | owi ng:

(1) a plan to encourage participation by
famlies fromdiverse cul tures;

(2) a programthat builds on parenting

strengths, helps famlies develop skills they desire and
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facilitates networks to support famlies in effectively
nurturing their children;

(3) a communication el enent that provides
effective two-way communi cation practices to reach famli es,
both individually and collectively, to ensure that famlies
and school staff communi cate back and forth about their
chil dren;

(4) a hone learning el enent that provides
for famlies and staff to work together in devel oping
| earning goals and offers opportunities for |earning
activities at home and in the conmmunity;

(5) a volunteer elenent that recruits and
organi zes vol unteer participation fromfamlies and the
comunity at | arge;

(6) a governance and advocacy el enent that
provi des a denocratic governance structure that ensures that
parents are partners in policymaki ng about school prograns
and that famly representatives are elected to act as
advocat es or decisionmakers for other parents and famlies;

(7) a community outreach el ement that
establ i shes partnerships with individuals and organi zati ons
in the comunity;

(8) a plan to encourage parents to visit
school s, which may include an area in each school designated

as a famly center; and
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(9) no FTE positions shall be created to
comply with any provisions of this act."
Section 5. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the

provisions of this act is July 1, 1999.

HB 61
Page 7



