AN ACT
RELATI NG TO AFRI CAN AMERI CANS; CREATI NG THE COWM SSI ON ON
AFRI CAN AMERI CAN AFFAI RS; CREATI NG AN OFFI CE; PRESCRI Bl NG

POAERS AND DUTI ES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. SHORT TITLE.--This act may be cited as the
"African Anerican Affairs Act".
Section 2. DEFINITIONS.--As used in the African
American Affairs Act:

A.  "conm ssion" neans the conmm ssion on African
Anerican affairs;

B. "fund" neans the office on African Anmerican
affairs fund; and

C. "office" neans the office on African Anerican
affairs.

Section 3. COW SSI ON CREATED- - MEMBERSHI P- - TERMS- -
COVPENSATI ON- - MEETI NGS. - -

A.  The "conm ssion on African Amrerican affairs"”
is created. The conm ssion shall consist of nine nenbers
appoi nted by the governor to represent all fields of interest
to African Anmericans. Menbers shall be appointed for
staggered terns. O the initial board, the terns of three
menbers expire June 30, 2000, the terns of three nmenbers
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June 30, 2002; thereafter, appointnments shall be for terns of
three years made in such manner that the ternms of three
menbers expire on June 30 of each year. Menbers shall be
appointed so as to represent all areas of the state. No nore
than five nmenbers shall belong to any one political party.

B. Anmjority of the conm ssion's nmenbers
constitutes a quorumfor the transaction of business. The
governor shall designate a chairman and vice chairman from
anong the menbership. The conm ssion may el ect ot her
officers as it deems necessary.

C. The conm ssion shall neet as often as it deens
necessary, but at |east quarterly. Meetings shall be held at
the call of the chairman or a majority of the conmmi ssion

D. Menbers of the comm ssion may be reinbursed as
nonsal ari ed public officials as provided in the Per D em and
M | eage Act and shall receive no other conpensation
perqui site or all owance.

Section 4. COW SSI ON- - PONERS AND DUTI ES. - -

A.  The conmm ssion shall:

(1) study issues inportant to African
Anmericans, including history and culture; education,
schol arshi ps and other financial assistance for education and
career devel opnent; econom c and soci al problens and issues
such as jobs, housing, discrimnation, famly support, youth

i dl eness and crine; and health care, maternal and child
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heal th, teen pregnancy, access and other health issues;

(2) secure recognition of African Anericans
acconpl i shments and contributions to New Mexico and the
Uni ted States;

(3) cooperate with and assist public and
private entities dealing with issues inportant to African
Aneri cans;

(4) direct the operations of the office; and

(5) otherw se act as an advocate for African
Anmerican citizens of New Mexi co.

B. The conm ssion may:

(1) conduct periodic conferences throughout
the state to inform African Anericans of the opportunities
avail able to themthrough state and private sources, to
encourage themto share their history and culture with other
New Mexi cans and participate in the social and political
processes of their comunities and to | earn from conference
partici pants their needs and problens; and

(2) performsuch other actions as necessary
to carry out its powers and duties pursuant to the African
American Affairs Act.

Section 5. OFFI CE CREATED- - POAERS AND DUTI ES. - -
A. The "office on African Anerican affairs" is
created. The office shall carry out the directions of the

conmi ssi on. HB 140
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B. The conm ssion shall appoint a director, who
shall work at the pleasure of the commi ssion. The director
with the advice of the comm ssion, shall enploy other
necessary enpl oyees, who shall be subject to the provisions
of the Personnel Act.

C. The office shall

(1) act as a clearinghouse for information
inportant to the African Anerican conmunity;

(2) function as the coordinating office for
all services and activities of state agencies and prograns
pertaining to African Americans;

(3) encourage funding and inplenentation of
training prograns and ot her opportunities for African
Aneri cans;

(4) pronote and devel op prograns about
comuni ty resources designed to neet the needs of African
Aneri cans;

(5) serve as staff for the conm ssion

(6) prepare and submit a budget for the
office and comm ssi on; and

(7) publish an annual report on the
activities and services of the office and conm ssi on.

D. The office may:

(1) adopt and pronul gate rules in accordance

with the State Rules Act to carry out the duties of the
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office and the comm ssi on;

(2) accept gifts, grants, donations,
bequests and devises fromany source to be used to carry out
its duties; and

(3) enter into contracts.

Section 6. FUND CREATED- - ADM NI STRATI ON. - - The "office
on African Anerican affairs fund" is created in the state
treasury. The fund shall consist of appropriations, gifts,
grants, donations and bequests. Mney in the fund at the end
of any fiscal year shall not revert. The fund shall be
adm ni stered by the office, and di sbursenments fromthe fund
shall be nmade on warrant drawn by the secretary of finance
and adm ni stration pursuant to vouchers signed by the
director of the office or his authorized representative.
Expendi tures of general fund and other state fund
appropriations shall be subject to appropriation by the
| egi sl ature and pursuant to a budget approved by the state
budget division of the departnment of finance and
adm ni strati on.

Section 7. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the

provi sions of this act is July 1, 2000.
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