AN ACT
RELATI NG TO POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ON; REVI SI NG PROVI SI ONS
GOVERNI NG PUBLI C, POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS

AMENDI NG, REPEALI NG AND ENACTI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NWVBSA 1978

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 21-13-8 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1963,

Chapter 17, Section 7, as anended) is anended to read:
"21-13-8. COVWMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD. - -

A.  Community coll ege board nenbers shall be over
twenty-one years of age, qualified electors and residents of
the community college district.

B. Conmmunity coll ege board nenbers shall be
el ected for staggered terns of six years fromApril 1
succeeding their elections; provided that terns and
staggering shall continue to be as they are on January 1
1998. Al vacancies caused in any other manner than by the
expiration of the termof office shall be filled by
appoi ntnent by the remaining nenbers. An individual
appoi nted by the remaining nenbers of the board to fill a
vacancy in office shall serve until the next conmmunity
col | ege board el ection, at which tine candi dates shall file
for and be elected to fill the vacant position to serve the
remai nder of the unexpired term

C. A comunity coll ege board shall select from
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its menbers a chairman and secretary who shall serve in these
offices until the next regular comunity coll ege board
el ection. After each community coll ege board el ection, the
menbers shall proceed to reorganize."
Section 2. Section 21-13-11 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1963, Chapter 17, Section 10, as anended) is anended to read:
"21-13-11. STANDARDS AND ACCREDI TI NG OF COMMUNI TY
COLLEGES. - -

A.  The community coll ege board shall prescribe
the course of study for the comunity coll ege and shal
define, in conjunction with the comm ssion on higher
education, official standards of excellence in all matters
relating to the adm nistration, course of study and quality
of instruction, except that the prescribed standards may not
be less in quality or quantity than those prescribed for
other state institutions of higher |earning by the regional
accrediting agency that accredits other coll eges and
uni versities of the state.

B. The executive director of the conm ssion on
hi gher education shall annually inspect, or investigate
t hrough the requirenment of reports prescribed by him each
comunity college. The inspection or investigation by report
shall be conducted upon the facilities and program of each
comunity college to determ ne the extent of conpliance with

the rules promul gated by the conmi ssion. A report of each
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i nspection or final investigation by report shall be nmade to
t he conmi ssi on.

C. In the event of any serious deviation from
establ i shed practices and procedures or any deficiencies that
inmpair the quality of the instructional programin any
comuni ty col |l ege, the conm ssion on higher education shal
first call these to the attention of the president of the
comunity coll ege and the community col |l ege board.

D. In the case of repeated failure to neet the
standards provided for in Subsection A of this section, the
comm ssi on on hi gher education may take action discontinuing
t he approval of any community coll ege so delinquent. Upon a
showi ng that the unsatisfactory conditions have been
renmedi ed, the conmission may reinstate its approval of a
di sapproved community coll ege. "

Section 3. Section 21-13-12 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1963, Chapter 17, Section 11, as anended) is anended to read:

"21-13-12. DEGREES AND CERTI FI CATES AWARDED. - - The
comunity col |l ege board of a community coll ege may award the
appropri ate degree upon the conpletion of a curricul um
organi zed for that purpose and approved by the conmm ssion on
hi gher education. An associate degree or certificate nmay be
awarded only to students as recommended by the faculty, the
chi ef academ c officer and the president of the conmunity

col | ege as having compl eted satisfactorily the prescribed
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course of study."
Section 4. Section 21-13-19 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1968, Chapter 70, Section 2, as anended) is amended to read:
"21-13-19. ENROLLMENT DEFI NED- - PAYMENTS. - -

A.  For those students in comunity coll eges
taki ng col |l ege-level courses, full-tine-equivalent students
shall be defined and conputed by the conm ssion on higher
education in the sane manner in which it defines and conputes
full-tinme-equivalent students for all other college-Ievel
prograns within its jurisdiction.

B. No student shall be included in any
cal cul ati ons nade under the provisions of this section if the
student is enrolled in a course the cost of which is totally
rei mbursed fromfederal, state or private sources. The
public school district shall transfer to the comunity
college the tuition and fees for any student who, during the
term is counted in the nmenbership of the public schoo
district and will receive high school credit for coursework
at the community coll ege.

C. The comm ssion on hi gher education shall not
reconmend an appropriation greater than three hundred twenty-
five dollars ($325) for each full-time-equival ent student for
any community college that levies a tax at a rate | ess than
two dollars ($2.00), unless a | ower amount is required by

operation of the rate limtation provisions of Section
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7-37-7.1 NMSA 1978 upon a rate of at |least two dollars
($2.00) on each one thousand dollars ($1,000) of net taxable
value, as that termis defined in the Property Tax Code, or
any community coll ege that reduces a previously authorized
tax levy, except as required by the operation of the rate
[imtation provisions of Section 7-37-7.1 NVSA 1978.

D. The conm ssion on higher education shal
require fromthe comunity coll ege such reports as the
comm ssi on deens necessary for the purpose of determning the
nunber of full-tinme-equival ent students at the community
college eligible to receive support under this section

E. A community coll ege board shall establish
tuition and fee rates for its respective institutions for
full-time, part-tinme, resident and nonresident students, as
defined by the conm ssion on higher education.

F. A community coll ege board may establish and
grant gratis schol arships to students who are residents of
New Mexi co in an anmount not to exceed the matriculation fee
or tuition and fees, or both. Except as provided for lottery
schol arshi ps, the nunber of schol arshi ps established and
granted shall not exceed three percent of the preceding fal
semester enrollnment in each institution and shall not be
establ i shed and granted for summer sessions. The president
of each institution shall select and recommend to the

comuni ty col |l ege board of his institution, as recipients of
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schol arshi ps, students who possess good noral character and
satisfactory initiative, scholastic standing and personality.
At least thirty-three and one-third percent of the gratis
schol arshi ps established and granted by each community
col | ege board each year shall be granted on the basis of
financial need."

Section 5. Section 21-13-21 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1963, Chapter 17, Section 16, as anended) is anended to read:

"21-13-21. ADDITION OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO EXI STI NG
COVWUNI TY COLLEGE DI STRI CTS. - -

A. The qualified electors within the territorial
limts of a school district, group of school districts within
a county or school districts in an adjoining county, not
included in the conmunity college district as originally
formed, may petition the conm ssion on higher education to be
added to the community college district. The comm ssion
shall examine the petition and, if it finds that the petition
is signed by the requisite nunber of qualified electors as
provided in Sections 21-13-4 and 21-13-5 NVBA 1978, the
comm ssion shall cause a survey to be nmade of the petitioning
district to determne the desirability of the proposed
extension of the area of the community college district.

B. In conducting the survey, the conm ssion on
hi gher education shall ascertain the attitude of the

comuni ty col |l ege board and coll ect other information as
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prescribed in Section 21-13-5 NMSA 1978. |If on the basis of
the survey the conmi ssion finds that the proposed addition of
the petitioning district will pronote an inproved education
service in the area, it shall approve the petition.
Thereafter, the commi ssion shall proceed to call an el ection
within the petitioning district and in the established
community college district on the question of the inclusion
of the area in the community college district. 1In the
el ection, the procedure prescribed in Sections 21-13-6, 21-
13-7 and 21-13-18 NWVSA 1978 shall be fol | owed.

C. If it appears on canvass of the results of the
election in the office of the executive director of the
comm ssion on higher education that a mgjority of the votes
cast in each of the petitioning areas and within the
establ i shed community college district was in favor of the
addition of the petitioning area, the executive director
shall notify the boards of education within each schoo
district and the community coll ege board of the results of
the el ection and shall declare the extension of the
boundaries of the conmunity college district to include the
petitioning area in which the proposed addition referendum
carried by a majority vote. The addition shall take effect
on the next succeeding July 1.

D. The territory within each school district

added to any existing community college district shal
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automatically be subject to any special |evy on taxable
property approved for the conmunity college district for the
mai nt enance of facilities and services and for support of
bond i ssues. "
Section 6. Section 21-13-23 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1963, Chapter 17, Section 18, as anended) is anended to read:
"21-13-23. DI SSOLUTI ON OF COVWUNI TY COLLEGE

DI STRI CTS. --Conmmuni ty col |l ege districts nmay be dissolved in
the foll owi ng manner:

A.  subm ssion of a plan for the dissolution of
the comunity college district to the executive director of
t he comm ssion on higher education by a petition signed by
ten percent of the qualified electors residing within the
district. Upon receipt of a proper plan and petition, the
executive director shall call a special election for the
purpose of referring to the qualified electors residing in
the district the question of dissolution. Plans for the
di ssolution of a community college district shall provide for
the paynent of all district debts and liabilities and for the
equitabl e distribution of all remaining assets to the schoo
districts within the community college district;

B. if the executive director of the comm ssion on
hi gher education finds that a majority of the qualified
el ectors voting on the issue at the special election has

aut hori zed the dissolution, the community coll ege board shal
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proceed with the approved plan. Upon conpletion of the plan,
the comunity coll ege board shall submit a full report to the
executive director and a copy of the report to each | oca
school district board within the community coll ege district;
and
C. upon receipt of the final report of the

communi ty col | ege board, the executive director of the
comm ssi on on hi gher education shall exam ne the report to
det erm ne whet her any outstanding obligations still exist and
whet her the ternms of the approved plan have been
acconplished. |[If, upon determ nation by the executive
director, no obligations are yet outstanding and the
provi sions of the plan have been fulfilled, he shall formally
decl are the community coll ege district dissolved."

Section 7. Section 21-13-24.1 NVBA 1978 (being Laws
1980, Chapter 53, Section 17, as anended) is anended to read:

"21-13-24.1. ESTABLI SH NG PROCEDURES FOR | NDEPENDENCE-
- FUNDI NG- - TUI TI ON- - APPROPRI ATl ON- - LOCAL SUPPORT  LEVEL- -
OUTSTANDI NG | NDEBTEDNESS. - - Any institution established in
accordance with Chapter 21, Article 14 or 16 NVSA 1978 that
desires to becone an independent institution pursuant to the
Community Coll ege Act and to receive nore than three hundred
twenty-five dollars ($325) per full-tine-equival ent student
is subject to the foll ow ng:

A. approval of the institutional request for
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i ndependent status by the conm ssion on higher education

B. tuition rates shall be recommended by the
comm ssi on on hi gher education and shall be set by the
comuni ty col | ege board;

C. the comm ssion on hi gher education shal
recommrend an appropriation for the institution based upon
expenditure | evels determ ned by comm ssion forrmulas in
relation to its authorized programand its avail abl e funds
from nongeneral fund sources, and the recomended
appropriation shall be an anpbunt not |ess than three hundred
twenty-five dollars ($325) for each full-tinme-equival ent
st udent ;

D. the mninuml|evel of |ocal support for
operational purposes shall be a tax rate of two dollars
($2.00), or any lower anmount required by the operation of the
rate limtation provisions of Section 7-37-7.1 NVSA 1978 upon
an anmount of at |east two dollars ($2.00) on each one
t housand dol | ars ($1,000) of net taxable value, as that term
is defined in the Property Tax Code; and

E. the conmmunity coll ege board shall provide for
t he assunption of any outstandi ng i ndebt edness of the
institution desiring to becone independent by the voters of
the comunity college district."

Section 8. Section 21-14-1 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1957,

Chapter 143, Section 1, as anended) is anended to read: HEC/ HB 299
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"21-14-1. BRANCH COVMUNI TY COLLEGE EDUCATI ONAL PROGRAM

AND ENRCLLMENT DEFI NED. - -
A.  "Branch community coll ege educati ona
progrant, for the purposes of Chapter 21, Article 14 NVSA
1978, includes either the first two years of college
educati on or organi zed vocational and technical curricula of
not nore than two years' duration designed to fit individuals
for enploynment in recognized occupations, or both.
B. The calculation of full-tine-equival ent

student popul ation for the purposes of Chapter 21, Article 14
NMSA 1978 shal | include students enrolled in college-Ileve
courses and students enrolled in vocational and technica
courses taught by a branch community college that is
recogni zed by the vocational education division as an area
vocational school or in courses that are approved by the
state board of educati on. Students enrolled in a course the
cost of which is totally reinbursed fromfederal, state or
private sources shall not be included in the cal cul ati on of
full-tinme-equival ent student popul ation. The public schoo
district shall transfer to the branch community coll ege the
tuition and fees for any student who, during the term is
counted in the nenbership of the public school district and
will receive high school credit for coursework at the branch
comunity coll ege. "

Section 9. Section 21-14-5 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1957,
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Chapter 143, Section 4, as anmended) is anended to read:
"21-14-5. FI NANCI NG OF BRANCH COVMUNI TY COLLEGES- -
TU TI ON AND FEE WAI VERS. - -

A.  Financing of branch community col |l eges shal
be by tuition and fees, which shall be set by the board of
regents of the parent institution, by gifts and grants and by
other funds as may be nmade avail abl e pursuant to the
provi sions of the College District Tax Act or Chapter 21
Article 14 NVBA 1978.

B. The board of regents of the respective parent
institution of the branch conmunity coll ege may establish and
grant gratis schol arships to students of the branch conmunity
col |l ege who are residents of New Mexico in an anpbunt not to
exceed the matricul ation fee or tuition and fees, or both.
Except as provided in Section 21-1-4.3 NMSA 1978, the nunber
of schol arshi ps established and granted shall not exceed
three percent of the preceding fall senmester enrollnent in
the branch conmunity coll ege and shall not be established and
granted for summer sessions. The president of each
institution shall select and recommend to the board of
regents of his institution, as recipients of schol arships,
students who possess good noral character and satisfactory
initiative, scholastic standing and personality. At |east
thirty-three and one-third percent of the gratis schol arships

establ i shed and granted by the board of regents for a branch
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comuni ty col |l ege each year shall be granted on the basis of
financial need."
Section 10. Section 21-14A-2 NVBA 1978 (being Laws
1982, Chapter 42, Section 2, as anended) is amended to read:
"21-14A-2. DEFINITIONS.--As used in the Of-Canpus
I nstruction Act:

A, "off-campus instruction program neans either
the first two years of coll ege education or organi zed
vocational and technical curricula of not nore than two
years' duration designed to fit individuals for enploynment in
recogni zed occupations, or both; and

B. "full-tine-equival ent student" includes
students enrolled in college-level courses and students
enrolled in vocational and technical courses taught by an
of f-canmpus instruction program Students enrolled in a
course the cost of which is totally reinbursed from federal
state or private sources shall not be included in the
cal cul ation of full-time-equival ent student population. The
public school district shall transfer to the parent
institution the tuition and fees for any student who, during
the term is counted in the nenbership of the public schoo
district and will receive high school credit for coursework
at the off-canpus site.”

Section 11. Section 21-16-2 NVSA 1978 (being Laws

1963, Chapter 108, Section 2) is anmended to read: HEC/ HB 299
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"21-16-2. DEFINITIONS. --As used in Chapter 21, Article
16 NMBA 1978:

A.  "technical and vocational institute" neans a
public educational institution, including a post-secondary
educational institution organized before July 1, 1999 as an
area vocational school pursuant to Chapter 21, Article 17
NMSA 1978 that provides not to exceed two years of vocationa
and technical curricula and, in addition, some appropriate
courses and programs in the arts and sciences;

B. "board" neans the governing board of the
district;

C. "full-time equival ent student” neans that term
as it is defined in Section 21-16-9 NVSA 1978;

D. "school district" neans that termas it is
defined i n Subsection J of Section 22-1-2 NMSA 1978; and

E. "district" means a technical and vocationa
institute district."

Section 12. Section 21-16-5.1 NVBA 1978 (being Laws
1994, Chapter 83, Section 3) is anmended to read:

"21-16-5.1. BOARD MEMBERS- - ELECTED FROM DI STRI CTS- -
ELECTI ONS. - -

A A district board shall be conposed of five or
seven nmenbers el ected for four-year terns who shall reside in
and be el ected from singl e-nenber districts as provided in

this section. On July 1, 1999 any board, the nenbers of
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whi ch have not been el ected from singl e-nenber districts,
shall district and hold a special election within one year
fromthe effective date of this 1999 act. |If the board is a
seven- nenber board, board nenbers shall be elected for al
seven positions on the board, with the board nenbers el ected
to positions 1, 3, 5 and 7 to be elected for initial terns of
two years and the board nmenbers elected to positions 2, 4 and
6 to be elected for initial terns of four years. |If the
board is a five-nenber board, board nenbers elected to
positions 1, 3 and 5 shall be elected for initial ternms of
two years and board nenbers elected to positions 2 and 4
shall be elected for initial ternms of four years. After the
initial election for a district board, each board nenber
shall be elected for a termof four years.

B. Except where specific provision is otherw se
provi ded by law, all election proceedings for technical and
vocational institute district elections shall be conducted
pursuant to the provisions of the School Election Law with
the president of the institute serving in the place of the
superintendent of schools in every case.

C. Once followi ng each federal decennial census,
the board shall redistrict the technical and vocati ona
institute district into election districts to ensure that the
districts remain as equal in population as is practicable.

The new districts shall go into effect at the first regular HEC/ HB 299
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board el ection thereafter. Candidates for the new single-
menber districts that are scheduled to be voted on at the

el ection shall reside in and be elected fromthe appropriate
new si ngl e-nmenber district. |ncunbent board nenbers whose
districts before redistricting were not scheduled to be voted
on at the election need not reside in the new singl e-nenber
districts corresponding to their position nunbers and may
serve out their terns. At the second regul ar board el ection
hel d after the redistricting, all candidates for the new

si ngl e-nmenber districts that are scheduled to be voted on
shall reside in and be elected fromthe appropriate single-
menber district.

D. Al election districts covered by this section
shall be contiguous, conpact and as equal in population as is
practicabl e.

E. A vacancy occurring on the board shall be
filled in the same manner as provided for school board
vacancies in Section 22-5-9 NVSA 1978; provided, however, a
vacancy that occurs in an election district where a
nonr esi dent board nenber had been serving shall be filled
with a resident of that district."

Section 13. Section 21-16-7 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1963, Chapter 108, Section 7) is anended to read:
"21-16-7. STANDARDS. --The state board of education

shall, in conjunction with the board, prescribe the course of
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study for the technical and vocational institute. The board,
in conjunction with the conm ssion on higher education, shal
define official standards of excellence in all matters
relating to the adm nistration, course of study and quality
of instruction.”

Section 14. Section 21-16-8 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1968, Chapter 59, Section 1, as anended) is amended to read:

"21-16-8. PURPOSE OF ACT.--It is the purpose of the
Techni cal and Vocational Institute Act to extend state
support to public school vocational and technical education
prograns of not nore than two years' duration designed to fit
i ndi vidual s for enploynent, provided such individuals are
students enrolled in a technical and vocational institute
organi zed pursuant to the Technical and Vocational Institute
Act . "

Section 15. Section 21-16-10 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1968, Chapter 59, Section 3, as anended) is amended to read:

"21-16-10. APPROPRI ATl ON- - DI STRI BUTI ON. - -

A.  The conm ssion on hi gher education shal
recommrend an appropriation for each technical and vocati ona
institute based upon its financial requirenents in relation
to its authorized programand its available funds from non-
general fund sources; provided, the reconmended appropriation
shall be an anpbunt not |ess than three hundred twenty-five

dol lars ($325) for each full-tine-equival ent student. HEC/ HB 299
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B. The conm ssion on higher education shall by
rule provide for the nmethod for cal cul ating the nunber of
full-tinme-equivalent students in technical and vocationa
institutes. No student shall be included in any cal cul ation
of the nunber of full-time-equivalent students if the student
is enrolled in a course, the cost of which is totally
rei mbursed fromfederal, state or private sources. The
public school district shall transfer to the technical and
vocational institute the tuition and fees for any student
who, during the term is counted in the nmenbership of the
public school district and will receive high school credit
for coursework at the technical and vocational institute.

C. The comm ssion on hi gher education shall not
recommrend an appropriation greater than three hundred
twenty-five dollars ($325) for each full-tinme-equival ent
student for any technical and vocational institute that
levies a tax at a rate less than two dollars ($2.00), unless
a lower anount is required by operation of the rate
l[imtation provisions of Section 7-37-7.1 NVMSA 1978 upon a
rate approved by the electors of at |east two dollars ($2.00)
on each one thousand dollars ($1,000) of net taxable val ue,
as that termis defined in the Property Tax Code, or any
techni cal and vocational institute that reduces a previously
aut hori zed tax | evy, except as required by the operation of

the rate limtation provisions of Section 7-37-7.1 NVSA 1978.
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D. The board may establish and grant gratis
schol arships to students who are residents of New Mexico in
an anmount not to exceed the matriculation fee or tuition and
fees, or both. Except as provided in Section 21-16-10.1 NVSA
1978, the nunber of schol arshi ps established and granted
shall not exceed three percent of the preceding fall senester
enrollment in the technical and vocational institute and
shall not be established and granted for sunmer sessions.
The president of the technical and vocational institute shal
sel ect and reconmend to the board as recipients of
schol arshi ps students who possess good noral character and
satisfactory initiative, scholastic standing and personality.
At least thirty-three and one-third percent of the gratis
schol arshi ps established and granted by the board each year
shall be granted on the basis of financial need.”

Section 16. Section 21-16-10.1 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1996, Chapter 71, Section 6) is amended to read:
"21-16-10.1. TU Tl ON SCHOLARSHI PS AUTHORI ZED. - -

A. To the extent that funds are nmade avail abl e by
the legislature fromthe lottery tuition fund, the board of a
techni cal and vocational institute shall award tuition
schol arships for qualified resident students attending a
techni cal and vocational institute.

B. The tuition schol arships authorized in this

section shall apply only to full-tine resident students who,
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i mredi ately upon conpletion of a high school curriculumat a
public or accredited private New Mexico high school or upon
recei ving a graduate equival ent diploma, are accepted for
entrance to and attend a technical and vocational institute.
Each tuition scholarship shall be awarded for up to two
consecutive years beginning the second senester of the
recipient's first year of enrollnent, provided that the

reci pient has nmaintained residency in New Mexi co and

mai nt ai ned a grade-point average of 2.5 or higher on a 4.0
scale during his first senester of full-time enrollnent with
renewal of an additional two years upon transfer.

C. The comm ssion on hi gher education shal
prepare guidelines setting forth explicit student continuing
eligibility criteria and guidelines for adm nistration of the
tuition scholarship program (Quidelines shall be distributed
to the boards of technical and vocational institutes to
enable a uniformavailability of the resident student tuition
schol ar shi ps. "

Section 17. Section 21-16-14 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1963, Chapter 108, Section 11) is anmended to read:

"21-16-14. ADDI TI ON OF SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO EXI STI NG
TECHNI CAL AND VOCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTE DI STRI CTS. - -

A.  Any school district, group of school districts
within a county or school districts in an adjoining county,

not included in the technical and vocational institute HEC/ HB 299
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district as originally formed, may petition the state board
of education to be added to the technical and vocati onal
institute district. The state board of education shal

exam ne the petition, and, if it finds that the petition is
signed by the requisite nunber of qualified voters as
provided in Section 21-16-3 NMSA 1978, the state board of
education shall cause a survey to be made of the petitioning
district or districts to determne the desirability of the
proposed extension of the area of the technical and
vocational institute district.

B. In conducting the survey, the state board of
education, in conjunction with the conmm ssion on higher
educati on, shall ascertain the attitude of the technical and
vocational institute board and collect other information as
prescribed in Section 21-16-3 NMSA 1978. |If on the basis of
the survey the state board of education finds that the
proposed addition of the school district or districts wll
pronmote an inproved education service in the area, it shal
approve the petition. Thereafter, the state board of
education shall proceed to call an election within the
petitioning school district or districts and in the
establ i shed technical and vocational institute district on
the question of the inclusion of the area in the institute
district.

C. If it appears on canvass of the results of the
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el ection that a majority of the votes cast in each of the
petitioning school districts and within the established
institute district was in favor of the addition of the
petitioning school district or districts, the state board of
education shall notify the |ocal school board of each schoo
district and the technical and vocational institute board of
the results of the election and shall declare the extension
of the boundaries of the institute district to include the
petitioning school district or districts in which the
proposed addition referendumcarried by a majority vote.

D. Each school district added to any existing
techni cal and vocational institute district shal
automatically be subject to any special |evy on taxable
property approved for the institute district for the
mai nt enance of facilities and services and for support of
bond i ssues. "

Section 18. Section 21-16-15 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1963, Chapter 108, Section 12) is anmended to read:

"21-16-15. DI SSOLUTI ON OF DI STRI CTS. - - Techni cal and
vocational institute districts may be dissolved in the
fol |l ow ng manner:

A. a plan for the dissolution of the technica
and vocational institute district shall be submtted to the
state board of education by a petition signed by ten percent

of the qualified electors residing in the district. Upon HEC/ HB 299
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approval of the plan, the state board of education shall cal
a special election for the purpose of referring to the voters
residing in the district the question of dissolution. Plans
for the dissolution of a technical and vocational institute
district shall provide for the paynment of all district debts
and liabilities and for the equitable distribution of all
remai ni ng assets to the school districts within the technica
and vocational institute district;

B. if amjority of the qualified electors voting
at the special election authorizes the dissolution, the board
shall proceed with the approved plan. Upon conpletion of the
pl an, the board shall submt a full report to the state board
of education and the conm ssion on higher education; and

C. upon receipt of the final report of the board,
the state board of education, in conjunction with the
comm ssi on on hi gher education, shall exam ne the report to
det erm ne whet her any out standi ng obligations exist and
whet her the ternms of the approved plan have been
acconplished. If upon determ nation by the state board of
education no obligations are outstanding and the provisions
of the plan have been fulfilled, the state board of education
shall formally declare the technical and vocational institute
district dissolved."

Section 19. A new section of the Public School Code is

enacted to read:
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" AREA VOCATI ONAL HI GH SCHOOLS. - -

A. A local school board, alone or in cooperation
wi th other boards, may develop a plan for the establishnent
of an area vocational high school on the canpus of a post-
secondary educational institution to facilitate sharing of
facilities. The plan shall be submitted to the state board
of education and the conm ssion on higher education for their
approval .

B. The state board of educati on and the

comm ssi on on hi gher education may approve a plan for an area

vocational high school if the plan adequately provides for:

(1) sufficient financing for the operation
of the school, which may include an election for a special
l evy not to exceed one dollar ($1.00) for each one thousand
dol I ars ($1,000) of net taxable value and that may be in
addition to |l evies authorized by the College District Tax
Act ;

(2) a broad vocational and technica
educati on program serving a sufficient nunber of students to
achi eve economc viability; and

(3) conpliance with the state plan for
vocational education."

Section 20. TEMPORARY PROVI SI ONS. --Upon the effective
date of this act:

A. those post-secondary educational institutions
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organi zed pursuant to Chapter 21, Article 17 NMSA 1978 shall
be deenmed to be organi zed pursuant to Chapter 21, Article 16
NVSA 1978;

B. all personnel, noney, appropriations, records,
equi pnent and ot her property acquired by the post-secondary
educational institutions organi zed pursuant to Chapter 21,
Article 17 NVSA 1978 prior to the effective date of this act
shall be deened transferred to the respective technical and
vocational institution deened to be organized pursuant to
Chapter 21, Article 16 NVMSA 1978 on the effective date of
this act and held by that technical and vocational institute
until such institute is dissolved pursuant to the procedures
of the Technical and Vocational Institute Act;

C. all taxes levied to pay for any principal and
interest on bonds of the area vocational schools in addition
to taxes levied for operating, maintaining and providing
facilities for area vocational schools shall continue in
effect until such levy is disapproved pursuant to the
procedures set out in the Technical and Vocational Institute
Act ;

D. all existing contracts and agreenents in
effect as to the area vocational schools shall be binding and
effective as to their successor institutions deened organi zed
pursuant to the Technical and Vocational Institute Act; and

E. all references in law to the area vocati onal
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school s organi zed pursuant to Chapter 21, Article 17 NVBA
1978 existing before the effective date of this act shall be
construed to be references to technical and vocationa
institutes organized pursuant to Chapter 21, Article 16 NVSA
1978 after the effective date of this act.

Section 21. REPEAL.--Sections 21-14-11, 21-15-1
t hrough 21-15-3, 21-16-5, 21-16-9, 21-16-11.1, 21-16-18 and
21-17-1 through 21-17-17 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1963, Chapter
162, Section 9, Laws 1967, Chapter 66, Sections 1, 2 and 4,
Laws 1963, Chapter 108, Section 5, Laws 1968, Chapter 59,
Section 2, Laws 1993, Chapter 28, Section 1 and Laws 1993,
Chapter 114, Section 1, Laws 1964, (1st S.S.) Chapter 12,
Section 3, Laws 1967, Chapter 177, Sections 1 through 4, Laws
1988, Chapter 34, Section 1, Laws 1967, Chapter 177, Sections
5 and 6, Laws 1996, Chapter 71, Section 7, Laws 1973, Chapter
325, Section 2, Laws 1967, Chapter 177, Sections 8, 10, 11
and 13 through 15 and Laws 1972, Chapter 29, Section 2, as
anmended) are repeal ed.

Section 22. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the

provisions of this act is July 1, 1999.
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