AN ACT
RELATI NG TO MOTOR VEHI CLES; AUTHORI ZI NG OPTI ONAL El GHT- YEAR
TERMS FOR THE | SSUANCE OF DRI VER S LI CENSES AND
| DENTI FI CATI ON CARDS; PRESCRI Bl NG FEES; AMENDI NG SECTI ONS OF

THE MOTOR VEH CLE CODE.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 66-5-21 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1978,
Chapter 35, Section 243, as anended) is anended to read:
"66-5-21. EXPI RATI ON OF LI CENSE- - FOUR- YEAR | SSUANCE
PERI OD- - El GHT- YEAR | SSUANCE PERI OD. - -

A.  Except as provided in Subsection B of this
section, Section 66-5-19 NMSA 1978 and Section 66-5-67 NVBA
1978, all driver's licenses shall be issued for a period of
four years and each license shall expire thirty days after
the applicant's birthday in the fourth year after the
effective date of the license. A license issued pursuant to
Section
66-5-19 NMBA 1978 shall expire thirty days after the
applicant's birthday in the year in which the license
expires. Each license is renewable within ninety days prior
to its expiration or at an earlier date approved by the
departnment. The fee for the license shall be as provided in
Section

66-5-44 NVBA 1978. The departnent may provide for renewal by
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mail of a driver's license issued pursuant to the provisions
of this subsection, pursuant to rules adopted by the
departnment and may require an exam nation upon renewal of the
driver's license.

B. At the option of an applicant, a driver's
license may be issued for a period of eight years, provided
that the applicant:

(1) pays the amount required for a driver's
license issued for a termof eight years;

(2) otherwise qualifies for a four-year
driver's |icense; and

(3) wll not reach the age of seventy-five
during the last four years of the eight-year |icense period.

C. Adriver's license issued pursuant to the
provi sions of Subsection B of this section shall expire
thirty days after the applicant's birthday in the eighth year
after the effective date of the license."

Section 2. Section 66-5-44 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1978,
Chapter 35, Section 266, as anended) is anended to read:

"66-5-44. LI CENSES AND PERM TS- - DURATI ON AND FEE- -
APPROPRI ATI ON. - -

A. There shall be paid to the departnent a fee of
ten dollars ($10.00) for each driver's |license or duplicate
driver's license, except that for a driver's license issued

for an eight-year period, a fee of twenty dollars ($20.00) HB 515
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shall be paid to the departnent. Each |license shall be for a
termprovided for in Section 66-5-21 NMSA 1978.

B. For each permt and instruction permt, there
shall be paid to the departnment a fee of two dollars ($2.00).
The termfor each permt shall be as provided in Sections
66-5-8 and 66-5-9 NVBA 1978.

C. The director with the approval of the governor
may increase the anbunt of the fees provided for in this
section by an anpbunt not to exceed three dollars ($3.00) for
t he purpose of inplenenting an enhanced driver's |license
system provided that for a driver's |license issued for an
ei ght -year period, the amobunt of the fees shall be tw ce the
anmount charged for other driver's licenses. The additional
anmounts coll ected pursuant to this subsection are
appropriated to the departnment to defray the expense of the
new system of |icensing.

D. There shall be paid to the departnment a driver
safety fee of three dollars ($3.00) for each driver's |icense
or duplicate driver's license, except that for a driver's
license issued for an eight-year period, a fee of six dollars
($6.00) shall be paid to the department. The fee shall be
distributed to each school district for the purpose of
provi di ng defensive driving instruction through the state
equal i zati on guarantee distribution made annual |y pursuant to

t he general appropriation act.”
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Section 3. Section 66-5-67 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1989,
Chapter 14, Section 16, as anmended) is anended to read:

"66-5-67. EXPI RATI ON AND RENEWAL- - STAGGERED LI CENSI NG
DURI NG | MPLEMENTATI ON PERI OD. - -

A.  Except as provided in Subsection C of this
section, a commercial driver's |license issued pursuant to the
provi sions of the New Mexico Commercial Driver's License Act
shall expire thirty days after the applicant's birthday in
the fourth year after the effective date of the license.

B. The license is renewable within ninety days
prior to its expiration or at an earlier date as approved by
the secretary.

C. At the option of an applicant, a comercia
driver's license may be issued for a period of eight years,
provi ded that the applicant:

(1) pays the amount required for a
comercial driver's license issued for a termof eight years;

(2) otherwise qualifies for a four-year
commercial driver's |license; and

(3) wll not reach the age of seventy-five
during the last four years of the eight-year |icense period.

D. Adriver's license issued pursuant to the
provi si ons of Subsection C of this section shall expire
thirty days after the applicant's birthday in the eighth year

after the effective date of the |icense."
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Section 4. Section 66-5-403 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1973, Chapter 269, Section 3) is anended to read:

"66-5-403. EXPI RATI ON OF | DENTI FI CATI ON CARDS- -
DURATI ON. - -

A.  Except as provided in Subsection B of this
section, every identification card shall be issued for a
period not to exceed four years and shall expire on the | ast
day of the nonth of the identified person's birth in the
fourth year after the effective date of the identification
card. The identification card may be renewed w thin ninety
days prior to its expiration
B. At the option of the applicant for an

identification card, a card may be issued for a period of
ei ght years, provided that the applicant pays the anount
required for an identification card issued for a term of
ei ght years. An identification card issued pursuant to the
provi sions of this subsection shall expire on the | ast day of
the nmonth of the applicant's birth in the eighth year after
the effective date of the identification card. The
identification card may be renewed within ninety days prior
toits expiration."

Section 5. Section 66-5-408 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1978, Chapter 35, Section 335, as anended) is amended to
read:
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A. Upon application for an identification card
with a four-year term there shall be paid to the departnent
a fee of five dollars ($5.00). Upon application for an
identification card with an eight-year term there shall be
paid to the departnment a fee of ten dollars ($10.00). A fee
shall not be charged to an applicant for an identification
card if the applicant is at |east seventy-five years of age.

B. The departnent with the approval of the
governor may increase the anbunt of the identification card
fee by an amount not to exceed three dollars ($3.00) for the
pur pose of inplenmenting an enhanced |icensing system
provi ded that for an identification card issued for an eight-
year period, the anbunt of the fee shall be tw ce the anopunt
charged for other identification cards. The additiona
anmounts coll ected pursuant to this subsection are
appropriated to the departnment to defray the expense of the
new system of |icensing."

Section 6. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the

provisions of this act is July 1, 1999.
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