AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C PURCHASI NG AMENDI NG A SECTI ON OF THE
PROCUREMENT CCDE PERTAI NI NG TO PUBLI C NOTI CE OF | NVI TATI ON

FOR BI DS.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 13-1-104 NVSA 1978 (being Laws

1984, Chapter 65, Section 77, as anended) is anended to read:
"13-1-104. COWPETI TI VE SEALED BI DS- - PUBLI C NOTI CE. - -

A, An invitation for bids or a notice thereof
shall be published not |ess than ten cal endar days prior to
the date set forth for the opening of bids. In the case of
pur chases nmade by the state purchasing agent, the invitation
or notice shall be published at | east once in at |east three
newspapers of general circulation in this state. In the case
of purchases nmade by other central purchasing offices, the
invitation or notice shall be published at |east once in a
newspaper of general circulation in the area in which the
central purchasing office is |ocated. These requirenments of
publication are in addition to any ot her procedures which may
be adopted by central purchasing offices to notify
prospective bidders that bids will be received, including but
not limted to publication in a trade journal, if avail able.
If there is no newspaper of general circulation in the area

in which the central purchasing office is |ocated, such other
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notice may be given as is conmercially reasonabl e.

B. The state purchasing agent and all central
purchasing offices shall send copies of the notice or
invitation for bids involving the expenditure of nore than
ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to those businesses which have
signified in witing an interest in submtting bids for
particul ar categories of itens of tangible personal property,
construction and services and whi ch have paid any required
fees. The state purchasing agent or a central purchasing
office my set different registration fees for different
categories of services, construction or itens of tangible
personal property, but such fees shall be related to the
actual, direct cost of furnishing copies of the notice or
invitation for bids to the prospective bidders. The fees
shall be used exclusively for the purpose of furnishing
copies of the notice or invitation for bids of proposed
procurements to prospective bidders.

C. As used in this subsection, "prospective
bi dders" includes persons considering subm ssion of a bid as
a general contractor for the construction contract and
persons who may submit bids to a general contractor for work
to be subcontracted pursuant to the construction contract.
The state purchasing agent and all central purchasing offices
shall make copies of invitations for bids for construction

contracts avail able to prospective bidders. The state
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purchasi ng agent or a central purchasing office may require
prospective bidders who have requested docunents for bid on a
construction contract to pay a deposit for a copy of the
docunments for bid. The deposit shall equal the full cost of
reproduction and delivery of the docunents for bid. The
deposit, |less delivery charges, shall be refunded if the
docunents for bid are returned in usable condition within the
time imts specified in the docunents for bid, which tine
limts shall be no less than ten cal endar days fromthe date
of the bid opening. Al forfeited deposits shall be credited
to the funds of the state purchasing agent or centra

purchasing of fice, whichever is applicable.”
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