AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C RECORDS; AMENDI NG A SECTI ON OF THE NMSA
1978 TO ADD EXCEPTI ONS TO THE | NSPECTI ON OF PUBLI C RECORDS

ACT; DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 14-2-1 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1947,
Chapter 130, Section 1, as anmended) is anended to read:
"14-2-1. RIGHT TO | NSPECT PUBLI C RECORDS- - EXCEPTI ONS. -
- A. Every person has a right to inspect any public
records of this state except:

(1) records pertaining to physical or nental
exam nati ons and nedi cal treatnment of persons confined to any
institution;

(2) letters of reference concerning
enpl oynment, licensing or permts;

(3) letters or nenoranduns which are matters
of opinion in personnel files or students' cunulative files;

(4) law enforcenent records that revea
confidential sources, nethods, information or individuals
accused but not charged with a crinme. Law enforcenent
records include evidence in any formreceived or conpiled in
connection with any crimnal investigation or prosecution by
any | aw enforcenent or prosecuting agency, including inactive

matters or closed investigations to the extent that they
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contain the information |isted above;

(5) as provided by the Confidenti al
Materi al s Act;

(6) trade secrets, attorney-client
privileged informati on and | ong-range or strategic business
pl ans of public hospitals discussed in a properly cl osed
nmeet i ng;

(7) public records containing the identity
of or identifying information relating to an applicant or
nom nee for the position of president of a public institution
of hi gher education; and

(8) as otherw se provided by | aw

B. At |least twenty-one days before the date of
the neeting of the governing board of a public institution of
hi gher education at which final action is taken on selection
of the person for the position of president of the
institution, the governing board shall give public notice of
the nanmes of the finalists being considered for the position.
The board shall consider in the final selection process at
| east five finalists. The required notice shall be given by
publication in a newspaper of statewde circulation and in a
newspaper of county-wide circulation in the county in which
the institution is |located. Publication shall be nade once
and shall occur at |east twenty-one days and not nore than

thirty days before the described neeting. HB 742
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C. Postponenment of a neeting described in
Subsection B of this section for which notice has been given
does not relieve the governing body fromthe requirenment of
giving notice of a reschedul ed neeting in accordance with the
provi sions of Subsection B of this section.

D. Action taken by a governing body w thout
conpliance with the notice requirenents of Subsections B and
C of this section is void.

E. Nothing in Subsections B through D of this
section prohibits a governing body fromidentifying or
ot herwi se disclosing the informati on described in this
section."

Section 2. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public
peace, health and safety that this act take effect

i mredi atel y.
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