AN ACT
RELATI NG TO LI CENSURE; CHANG NG PROVI SI ONS OF THE COUNSELI NG
AND THERAPY PRACTI CE ACT; ELI M NATI NG EXEMPTI ONS FROM THE
ACT; ELI M NATI NG CERTAI N GRANDFATHERI NG PROVI SI ONS; CHANG NG
TI TLES; AMENDI NG, REPEALI NG AND ENACTI NG SECTI ONS OF THE NMSA

1978.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO

Section 1. Section 61-9A-1 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 1) is anmended to read:

"61-9A-1. SHORT TITLE. --Chapter 61, Article 9A NVBA
1978 may be cited as the "Counseling and Therapy Practice
Act"."

Section 2. Section 61-9A-3 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 3, as anended) is anended to read:

"61-9A-3. DEFINITIONS. --As used in the Counseling and
Therapy Practice Act:

A. "accredited institution" nmeans a university or
col |l ege accredited by a regional accrediting agency of
institutions of higher education;

B. "al cohol abuse counsel or” neans a person who
engages in the practice of al cohol abuse counseli ng;

C. "alcohol and drug abuse counsel or" neans a
person who engages in the practice of alcohol and drug abuse

counsel i ng;
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D. "appraisal" neans sel ecting, adm nistering,
scoring and interpreting instrunents designed to assess an
i ndividual's aptitudes, attitudes, abilities, achievenents,

i nterests, personal characteristics and current enotional or
mental state by appropriately educated, trained and
experienced clinicians and the use of nonstandardi zed net hods
and techni ques for understandi ng human behavior in relation
to coping with, adapting to or changing life situations of a
physi cal, nmental or enotional nature;

E. "appropriate supervision" nmeans supervision by
a professional clinical nmental health counsel or, professional
mental health counselor, marriage and fam |y therapist,
prof essional art therapist, psychiatrist, psychol ogist,
al cohol and drug abuse counsel or or independent soci al
wor ker ;

F. "board" neans the counseling and therapy
practice board;

G "client contact hours" neans the tinme spent
with a client to apprai se, diagnose and treat
psychopat hol ogy;

H.  "clinical counseling"” neans the rendering of
counseling services involving the application of principles
of psychot herapy, human devel opnent, | earning theory, group
dynam cs and the etiology of nental illness and dysfunctiona

behavior to individuals, couples, famlies or groups for the
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pur pose of assessing and treating psychopat hol ogy and
pronoting optimal nental health;

I. "consulting" means the application of
scientific principles and procedures in psychotherapeutic
counsel i ng, gui dance and human devel opnent to provide
assi stance in understandi ng and solving a problemthat the
consultee may have in relation to a third party;

J. "counseling" neans the application of
scientific principles and procedures in therapeutic
counsel i ng, gui dance and human devel opnent to provide
assi stance in understandi ng and solving a nmental, enotional,
physi cal, social, noral, educational, spiritual or career
devel opnent and adjustment problemthat a client may have;

K.  "counseling and therapy practice" neans the
licensed or registered practice of professional art therapy,
prof essional clinical nental health counseling, professiona
ment al health counseling, independent nental health
counseling, marriage and famly therapy, alcohol abuse
counsel i ng, drug abuse counseling and al cohol and drug abuse
counsel i ng;

L. "counsel or and therapist practitioners" neans
prof essional art therapists, professional clinical nmenta
heal t h counsel ors, professional nental health counsel ors,
marriage and famly therapists, registered nmental health

counsel ors, registered i ndependent nental health counsel ors, HB 812
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al cohol abuse counsel ors, drug abuse counsel ors and al coho
and drug abuse counsel ors as a group;

M "departnment" means the regul ation and
i censing departnment or the division of the departnent
designated to adm ni ster the counseling and therapy practice
boar d;

N. "direct observation"” means under supervision
by an appropriate supervisor with the supervisee in one or
nmore of the follow ng settings: face-to-face, co-
facilitation, one way mrrors or direct audio-visual;

O "drug abuse counsel or” neans a person who
engages in the practice of drug abuse counseli ng;

P. "marriage and famly therapy" neans the
assessnent, diagnosis and treatnent of nervous and nent al
di sorders, whether cognitive, affective or behavioral, within
the context of marriage and famly systens;

Q "marriage and famly therapist” nmeans a person
who is licensed for independent practice of marriage and
fam ly therapy;

R "mental disorder” neans any of several
conditions or disorders that neet the diagnostic criteria
contained in the diagnostic and statistical manual of the
Anmeri can psychiatric association or the world health
organi zation's international classification of diseases

manual
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S. "practice of alcohol or drug abuse counseling"
means the licensed practice of counseling services, as
defined by regulation of the board, to individuals, couples,
fam lies or groups. The services may include screening,
assessment, consultation, devel opnent of treatnent plans,
case nmanagenent, counseling, referral, appraisal, crisis
i ntervention, education, reporting and recordkeepi ng;

T. "practice of art therapy" nmeans the licensed
practice of counseling services to individuals, famlies or
groups of services that use art nmedia as a neans of
expressi on and communi cation to pronote perceptive,
intuitive, affective and expressive experiences that
al l eviate distress, reduce physical, enotional, behaviora
and social inmpairnent and lead to growth or reintegration of
one's personality. Art therapy services include diagnostic
eval uati on, devel opnent of patient treatnent plans, goals and
obj ectives, case nmanagenent services and therapeutic
treatment as defined by regulation of the board;

U "practice of marriage and famly therapy"
means the licensed practice of marriage and famly therapy
services to individuals, fam |y groups and marital couples,
singly or in groups. The "practice of marriage and famly
t herapy" involves the professional application of
psychot herapeutic and fam |y systens theories and techni ques,

as defined by regulation of the board, in the delivery of HB 812
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services to individuals, couples and fanmlies and invol ves
the presence of a diagnosed nental or physical disorder in at
| east one nmenber of the couple or famly being treated;

V. "practice of professional clinical nental
heal t h counseling" nmeans the licensed practice of nenta
health clinical counseling to individuals, couples, famlies
or groups and the diagnosis and treatnent of nental and
enotional disorders as defined by the American psychiatric
associ ation or the world health organi zation. "Practice of
prof essional clinical nental health counseling” includes
devel opnent of patient treatnment plans, goals and objectives,
case nanagenent services, therapeutic treatnent, research and
clinical nental health appraisal, consulting, counseling and
referral as defined by regulation of the board;

W "practice of professional nmental health
counseling"” means the |licensed practice of a therapeutic
counseling service that integrates a wellness and
mul ticul tural nodel of human behavior involving certain
met hods and techni ques of appraisal, including consulting,
counseling and referral as defined by regulation of the
boar d;

X. "practice of registered mental health
counsel ing" means the regi stered practice, under appropriate
supervi sion, of a therapeutic counseling service that

integrates a wellness and nulticultural nodel of human
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behavi or involving certain nmethods and techni ques of
apprai sal, including consulting, counseling and referral as
defined by regul ati on of the board,;

Y. "practice of registered i ndependent nent al
heal t h counsel i ng" neans the registered i ndependent practice
of a therapeutic counseling service that integrates a
wel I ness and mul ticul tural nodel of human behavi or invol ving
certain methods and techni ques of appraisal, including
consul ting, counseling and referral as defined by regulation
of the board;

Z. "professional art therapist" neans a |icensed
person who engages in the practice of art therapy;

AA. "professional clinical nmental health
counsel or” neans a |licensed person who engages in the
i ndependent practice of professional clinical nental health
counsel ing w thout supervision;

BB. "professional nmental health counsel or” neans
a licensed person who engages in the practice of professional
ment al health counseling w thout supervision;

CC. "referral" neans the eval uation of
information to identify needs of the person being counsel ed
to determne the advisability of sending the person being
counsel ed to other specialists, inform ng the person being
counsel ed of such judgnment and conmmuni cating the information

to ot her counseling services as deened appropri ate;
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DD. "licensed nental health counselor" neans a
person who is licensed by the board and is authorized by the
board to engage in the practice of nmental health counseling
under appropriate supervi sion;

EE. "registered i ndependent nmental health
counsel or” neans an individual who is registered with the
board and is authorized by the board to engage in the
practice of nental health counseling w thout supervision

FF. "substance abuse counsel or” means a person
who is licensed to practice al cohol and drug abuse
counsel i ng, al cohol abuse counseling or drug abuse
counsel i ng; and

GG "substance abuse intern" means a person who
is licensed to practice al cohol and drug abuse counseling,
al cohol abuse counseling or drug abuse counseling under
di rect observation."”

Section 3. Section 61-9A-4 NVSBA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 4, as anended) is anended to read:
"61-9A-4. LI CENSE OR REGQ STRATI ON REQUI RED. - -

A. Unless licensed or registered to practice
under the Counseling and Therapy Practice Act, no person
shall engage in the practice of:

(1) professional nental health counseling;
(2) professional clinical mental health

counsel i ng; HB 812
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(3) marriage and famly therapy;
(4) professional art therapy;
(5) counseling as a licensed nental health
counsel or; or
(6) counseling as a registered i ndependent
mental health counsel or.
B. Unless licensed to practice under the
Counseling and Therapy Practice Act, no person shall engage
in the practice of:
(1) alcohol and drug abuse counseli ng;
(2) al cohol abuse counseli ng;
(3) drug abuse counseling; or
(4) substance abuse counseling as a
subst ance abuse intern."
Section 4. Section 61-9A-5 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 5, as anended) is anended to read:
"61-9A-5. SCOPE OF PRACTI CE. - -
A.  For the purpose of the Counseling and Therapy
Practice Act, a person is practicing as a professional nental
heal t h counsel or, professional clinical nental health
counsel or, marriage and fam |y therapi st, professional art
t herapi st, registered i ndependent nental health counsel or,
al cohol and drug abuse counsel or, al cohol abuse counsel or,
drug abuse counsel or or substance abuse intern if he

advertises; offers hinself to practice; is enployed in a
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position described as professional nmental health counsel or,
prof essional clinical nental health counselor, marriage and
fam ly therapist, professional art therapist, registered
i ndependent nental health counselor, registered nental health
counsel or, al cohol and drug abuse counsel or, al cohol abuse
counsel or, drug abuse counsel or or substance abuse intern; or
hol ds out to the public or represents in any manner that he
is licensed or registered to practice as such in this state.

B. The scope of the practice of alcohol or drug
abuse counseling, or both, consists of rendering counseling
services, as defined by regulation, to individuals, couples,
fam lies or groups. The services may include screening,
assessment, consultation, devel opnent of treatnent plans,
case nmanagenent, counseling, referral, appraisal, crisis
i ntervention, education, reporting and recordkeeping."

Section 5. Section 61-9A-6 NVSBA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 6, as anended) is anended to read:
"61-9A-6. EXEMPTI ONS. - -

A. Nothing in the Counseling and Therapy Practice
Act shall be construed to prevent:

(1) a person who is licensed, certified or
regul ated under the laws of this state fromengaging in
activities consistent wwth the standards and ethics of his
prof ession or practice; or

(2) an alternative, netaphysical or holistic
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practitioner fromengaging in nonclinical activities
consistent with the standards and codes of ethics of that
practice.
B. Specifically exenpted fromthe Counseling and
Therapy Practice Act are:
(1) elementary and secondary schoo
counsel ors acting on behalf of their enployer who are
ot herw se regul at ed;
(2) peer counselors of donestic violence or
i ndependent -1iving peer counsel ors working under appropriate
supervision in a nonprofit corporation, association or
simlar entity;
(3) duly ordained, conm ssioned or |icensed
m ni sters of a church or lay pastoral -care assistants
provi di ng pastoral services on behalf of a church;
(4) a person who is enrolled in an
i nternship or practicumunder appropriate supervision and is
in the internship or practicumfor the sole purpose of
acquiring an advanced degree in nmental health counseling,
marriage and famly therapy, art therapy or a degree in
subst ance abuse counseling; and
(5) practitioners of Native Anerican healing
arts.”
Section 6. Section 61-9A-7 NWVBA 1978 (being Laws 1993,

Chapter 49, Section 7, as anended) is anended to read:
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"61-9A-7. BOARD CREATED- - MEMBERS- - APPO NTMENT- - TERMS- -
COVPENSATI ON. - -

A. There is created the "counseling and therapy
practice board", which is adm nistratively attached to the
depart nment .

B. The board shall consist of nine nmenbers who
are United States citizens and have been New Mexico residents
for at least five years prior to their appointnment. O the
ni ne nmenbers:

(1) five menbers shall be professiona
menbers, who shall be a professional nental health counsel or,
a professional clinical nmental health counselor, a marriage
and famly therapist, a professional art therapist and an
al cohol and drug abuse counsel or, |icensed under the
Counseling and Therapy Practice Act and shall have engaged in
a counsel or and therapist practice for at least five years.
These nmenbers shall not hold any el ected or appointed office
in any professional organization of counseling, psychol ogy or
closely related field during their tenure on the board, nor
shall they be school owners. The professional nental health
counsel or shall also represent the registered i ndependent and
| i censed nental health counselors; and

(2) four nmenbers shall represent the public.
The public menbers shall not have been |icensed or have

practiced as counsel or or therapist practitioners or in any
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ot her regul ated nmental health profession, nor have any
significant financial interest, either direct or indirect, in
t he professions regul at ed.

C. Al nmenbers of the board shall be appointed by
the governor for staggered terns of four years. Each nenber
shall hold office until his successor is appointed.

Vacancies shall be filled in the sane manner as origi na
appoi ntnents. No appoi ntee shall serve nore than two ternmns.

D. The governor may appoi nt professional board
menbers froma list of nom nees submitted by qualified
i ndi vi dual s and organi zations, including the New Mexico
counsel i ng associ ati on, the New Mexi co associ ation for
marriage and famly therapy, the New Mexico art therapy
associ ati on and the al cohol and drug directors association.

E. Menbers of the board shall be reinbursed as
provided in the Per Diem and M| eage Act and shall receive no
ot her conpensation, perquisite or all owance.

F. The board shall elect annually fromits
menber ship a chairman and a secretary and other officers as
necessary to carry out its duties.

G The board shall neet at |east twice a year and
at other tinmes deemed necessary. O her neetings may be
call ed by the chai rman upon the witten request of three
menbers of the board. A sinple najority of the board nenbers

shall constitute a quorum of the board.”
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Section 7. Section 61-9A-9 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1993,
Chapter 49, Section 9, as anended) is anended to read:
"61-9A-9. BOARD - PONERS AND DUTI ES. - -
A.  The board may:
(1) adopt in accordance with the Uniform

Li censing Act and file in accordance with the State Rul es Act

rul es necessary to carry out the provisions of the Counseling

and Therapy Practice Act;

(2) select and provide for the
adm nistration of, at |east, sem annual exam nations for
| i censure;

(3) establish the passing scores for
exam nati ons;

(4) take any disciplinary action allowed by
and in accordance with the Uniform Licensing Act;

(5) censure, reprimand or place a licensee
or registrant on probation for a period not to exceed one
year;

(6) require and establish criteria for
conti nui ng educati on;

(7) establish by rule procedures for
receiving, investigating and resolving conpl aints;

(8) approve appropriate supervision and
post - graduat e experience for persons seeking licensure or

regi stration;
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(9) provide for the issuance of |icenses and
certificates of registration;

(10) determine eligibility of individuals
for licensure or registration;

(11) set fees for administrative services,
Iicenses and registration, as authorized by the Counseling
and Therapy Practice Act, and authorize all disbursenents
necessary to carry out the provisions of that act;

(12) establish criteria for supervision and
supervi sory requirenents;

(13) establish a code of ethics; and

(14) establish conmittees.

B. The board may establish a standards comrttee
for each licensed profession. The nenbers of each standards
comm ttee shall be appointed by the board with the consent of
the departnment and shall include at |east one board menber
fromthe |icensed profession and at |east one public board
menber. The board nenber representing each respective
prof ession shall chair its standards commttee and the
conm ttee shall:

(1) recommend and periodically review a code
of ethics;

(2) reviewlicense applications and
recommend approval or di sapproval;

(3) develop criteria for supervision; and
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(4) recomrend rules and regul ations.

C. Menbers of the standards committees or other
comm ttees may be reinbursed as provided in the Per D em and
M | eage Act, but shall receive no other conpensation
perquisite or allowance. These nenbers shall not hold any
el ected office in any professional organization of
counsel i ng, psychology or closely related field during their
tenure on the standards conmttees."”

Section 8. Section 61-9A-10 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 10) is anended to read:

"61-9A-10. PROFESSI ONAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELOR- -
REQUI REMENTS FOR LI CENSURE. - - The board shall issue a |Iicense
as a professional nmental health counselor to any person who
files a conpleted application acconpani ed by the required
fees and who submits satisfactory evidence that the
appl i cant:

A.  has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. holds a master's or doctoral degree in
counseling or an allied nmental health field from an
accredited institution;

C. denonstrates professional conpetency by
passi ng an exani nation as prescribed by the board,;

D. has conpl eted one thousand client contact
hours of postgraduate professional counseling experience

under appropriate supervision consisting of at |east one
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hundr ed supervision hours; and

E. is of good noral character wth conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”

Section 9. Section 61-9A-11 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 11) is anended to read:

"61-9A-11. PROFESSI ONAL CLI NI CAL MENTAL HEALTH
COUNSELOR- - REQUI REMENTS FOR LI CENSURE. - - The board shall issue
a license as a professional clinical nental health counsel or
to any person who files a conpleted application acconpani ed
by the required fees and who subnits satisfactory evidence
that the applicant:

A.  has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. holds a nmaster's or doctoral degree in
counseling or an allied nmental health field from an
accredited institution. Effective July 1, 1998, the
appl i cant must have a master's degree and a total of no |ess
than forty-eight graduate hours in the nental health clinica
core curricul um

C. denonstrates professional conpetency by
passi ng an exani nation as prescribed by the board,;

D. has a mninumof two years of professiona
clinical counseling experience, including at |east three
t housand clinical contact hours and at |east one hundred
hours of face-to-face supervision. One thousand client

clinical contact hours may be submtted fromthe applicant's
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internship or practicum and

E. is of good noral character wth conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”

Section 10. A new section of the Counseling and
Therapy Practice Act is enacted to read:

"PROFESSI ONAL CLI NI CAL MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELOR- -
REQUI REMENTS FOR LI CENSURE. - - The board shall issue a |Iicense
as a professional clinical nental health counselor to any
person who files a conpleted application acconpani ed by the
required fees within the July 1, 2000 through July 1, 2004
period and who subnits satisfactory evidence that the
appl i cant:

A.  has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. holds a grandfathered professional nental
heal t h counsel or license that was applied for prior to July
1, 1994,

C. holds a master's or doctoral degree and a
total of sixty graduate hours or nore;

D. denonstrates professional conpetency by
satisfactorily passing an exam nation as prescribed by the
board, or docunentation of ten thousand hours of client
contact experience, including at |east three hundred hours of
face-to-face supervision of which at | east one hundred hours
are individual

E. has a m ni mum of five thousand hours of client
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contact experience, including at |east two hundred hours of
face-to-face supervision of which one hundred hours are
i ndi vi dual ; and

F. is of good noral character wth conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”

Section 11. Section 61-9A-12 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 12) is anended to read:

"61-9A-12. MARRI AGE AND FAM LY THERAPI ST- - REQUI REMENTS
FOR LI CENSURE. - - The board shall issue a |license as a nmarri age
and famly therapist to any person who files a conpleted
appl i cati on acconpani ed by the required fees and who subnits
satisfactory evidence that the applicant:

A.  has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. holds a naster's or doctoral degree with a
focus in marriage and famly therapy or neets the
requirements of the core curriculumin marriage and famly
therapy froman accredited institution;

C. denonstrates professional conpetency by
passi ng an exani nation as prescribed by the board,;

D. has a mninumof two years of postgraduate
marriage and famly therapy experience consisting of one
t housand client contact hours and two hundred hours of
appropriate supervision, of which one hundred hours of such
supervi sion was on an individual basis; and

E. is of good noral character with conduct HB 812
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consistent wth the code of ethics.”
Section 12. Section 61-9A-13 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 13) is anended to read:
"61-9A-13. PROFESSI ONAL ART THERAPI ST- - REQUI REMENTS

FOR LI CENSURE. - - The board shall issue a license as a
prof essional art therapist to any person who files a
conpl eted application acconpani ed by the required fees and
who submts satisfactory evidence that the applicant:

A.  has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. denonstrates professional conpetency by
passi ng an examni nation as prescribed by the board,;

C. holds either:

(1) a master's or doctoral degree in art
t herapy that includes six hundred hours of supervised
i nternship experience froman accredited institution; or
(2) a master's degree in a counseling

related field, has a mninmum of twenty-one senester hours of
sequential course work in the history, theory and practice of
art therapy and has conpl eted six hundred hours of supervised
i nternship experience froman accredited institution. The
board may approve on a case-by-case basis applicants who have
a master's degree or a doctoral degree from non-accredited
institutions;

D. has conpl eted one thousand client contact

hours of postgraduate experience under appropriate
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supervi sion beyond the requirenents in Paragraph (1) of
Subsection C of this section or two thousand client contact
hours of postgraduate experience under appropriate

supervi sion beyond the requirenents in Paragraph (2) of
Subsection C of this section. Supervision shall be under a
nationally licensed or Anerican art therapy association-
certified art therapist for at least fifty percent of the
wor ki ng hours; and

E. is of good noral character wth conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”

Section 13. Section 61-9A-14 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 14) is anended to read:

"61-9A-14. REQUI REMENTS FOR LI CENSED MENTAL HEALTH
COUNSELOR. --The board shall issue a |license as a nenta
heal th counsel or to any person who files a conpleted
appl i cati on acconmpani ed by the required fees and who subnits
satisfactory evidence that the applicant:

A.  has reached the age of twenty-one;

B. has obtained a master's or doctoral degree in
counseling, marriage and famly therapy or art therapy or
nmeets the educational requirenents for the termnal |icense;

C. has arranged for a board-approved supervisor
and a postgraduate experience plan for working under the
appropriate supervision to neet marriage and famly

t herapi st, professional art therapist or professional nenta
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heal t h counsel or requirenents for |icensure;

D. denonstrates professional conpetence by
passing an exanmination within the applicant's discipline as
prescribed by the board; and

E. is of good noral character wth conduct
consistent with the code of ethics.”

Section 14. Section 61-9A-14.1 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1996, Chapter 61, Section 8) is amended to read:

"61-9A-14.1 SUBSTANCE ABUSE | NTERN- - REQUI REMENTS FCOR
LI CENSURE. - -

A.  The board shall |icense as a substance abuse
intern any person who files a conpleted application
acconpani ed by the required fees and who subnits satisfactory
evi dence that the applicant:

(1) is of good noral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics;

(2) has reached the age of twenty-one;

(3) possesses a high school diploma or its
equi val ent;

(4) has arranged for a board-approved
supervi sor and experience plan for working under appropriate
supervision to neet the requirenents for |licensure as a
subst ance abuse counsel or;

(5) has a total of ninety clock hours of

education and training in the fields of alcohol and drug
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abuse;
(6) signs a code of ethics statenent, as

approved by the board; and

(7) provides three letters of recomendati on

as established by rule.

B. Effective July 1, 2003, the board shall

license as a substance abuse intern any person who files a

conpl eted application acconpani ed by the required fees and

who submts satisfactory evidence that the applicant:

(1) 1is of good noral character, w th conduct

consistent with the code of ethics;

(2) has reached the age of twenty-one;

(3) holds an associate degree in counseling

or in arelated mental health field froman accredited
institution and has a total of ninety clock hours of
education and training in the fields of alcohol and drug
abuse;

(4) has arranged for a board-approved
supervi sor and experience plan for working under direct
observation to neet the requirenents for licensure as a
subst ance abuse counsel or;

(5) signs a code of ethics statenent, as
approved by the board; and

(6) provides three letters of

recommendation: one letter froma current supervisor, one
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letter froma current enployer and one letter froma
prof essi onal substance abuse col | eague. "

Section 15. A new section of the Counseling and
Therapy Practice Act is enacted to read:

"ALCOHOL AND DRUG ABUSE COUNSELOR- - REQUI REMENTS FOR
LI CENSURE. - -

A.  The board shall l|icense as an al cohol and drug
abuse counsel or any person who files a conpl eted application
acconpani ed by the required fees and who subnits satisfactory
evi dence that the applicant:

(1) is of good noral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics;

(2) has reached the age of twenty-one;

(3) possesses a high school diploma or its
equi val ent;

(4) has passed an examni nation, as approved
by the board,

(5) signs a code of ethics statenent, as
approved by the board; and

(6) has one of the follow ng conbinations of
educati on and experience:

(a) an associate degree or board-

approved education and training that includes two hundred
seventy-six clock hours with at |east ninety hours in each of

the fields of alcohol, drug and counseling and six hours of
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training in professional ethics, four years of experience in
the practice of al cohol and drug abuse counseling under
appropriate supervision and three hundred hours of approved
practicum

(b) a baccal aureate degree in a
related nmental health field, two hundred seventy-six clock
hours of specific training that nmay be a part of the degree
program and that includes at |east ninety hours in each of
the fields of alcohol, drug and counseling and six hours of
training in professional ethics and three years of experience
in the practice of al cohol and drug abuse counseling under
appropriate supervision; or

(c) a master's degree in a related
mental health field, two hundred seventy-six clock hours of
specific training that may be part of the degree program and
that includes at |east ninety hours in each of the fields of
al cohol, drug and counseling and six hours of training in
prof essional ethics and two years of experience in the
practice of alcohol and drug abuse counseling under
appropriate supervision

B. Effective July 1, 2003, the board shall

Iicense as an al cohol and drug abuse counsel or any person who
files a conpleted application acconpani ed by the required
fees and who submits satisfactory evidence that the
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(1) is of good noral character with conduct
consistent with the code of ethics;

(2) has reached the age of twenty-one;

(3) holds a baccal aureate degree in
counseling in a related nmental health field from an
accredited institution;

(4) has passed an exami nation, as approved
by the board,

(5) signs a code of ethics statenent, as
approved by the board; and

(6) has one of the follow ng conbinations of
educati on and experi ence:

(a) a baccal aureate degree in a
related nmental health field, two hundred seventy-six clock
hours of specific training that nmay be a part of the degree
program and that includes at |east ninety hours in each of
the fields of alcohol, drug and counseling educati on and six
clock hours of training in professional ethics and three
hundred hours of approved practicum and three thousand client
contact hours acquired within the last fifteen years of
experience in the practice of alcohol and drug abuse
counsel i ng under appropriate supervision; or

(b) a master's degree in a related
mental health field, two hundred seventy-six clock hours of

specific training that may be a part of the degree program
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and that includes at |east ninety hours in each of the fields
of al cohol, drug and counseling educati on and six hours of
training in professional ethics and three hundred hours of
approved practi cumand two thousand client contact hours
acquired within the last five years of experience in the
practice of alcohol and drug abuse counseling under

appropri ate supervision."

Section 16. Section 61-9A-22 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 22) is anended to read:

"61-9A-22. LI CENSURE BY CREDENTI ALS. --The board may
Iicense an applicant wi thout examination if the person
possesses a valid regul atory docunent issued by the
appropri ate exam ning board under the | aws of any other state
or territory of the United States, the District of Colunbia
or any foreign nation that in the judgnment of the board has
requirenments substantially equivalent to or exceedi ng those
in the Counseling and Therapy Practice Act.

An applicant for licensing pursuant to this section
shall be issued a tenporary license by the departnent upon
filing his application along with proof of a valid current
regul atory docunent from another jurisdiction. This
tenporary license is valid only until the board considers and
acts on the application. An applicant is entitled to only
one tenporary license pursuant to this provision."

Section 17. Section 61-9A-23 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
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1993, Chapter 49, Section 23) is anended to read:
"61-9A-23. LI CENSE AND REGQ STRATI ON RENEWAL. - -

A.  Each licensee or registrant shall renew his
license or registration biennially by submtting a renewa
application on a form provided by the board and conplying
with all renewal requirenents. Licensees with even-nunbered
licenses shall renew in even-nunbered years. Licensees with
odd- nunbered |icenses shall renew in odd-nunbered years. The
board may aut horize |icense renewal for one year to establish
this renewal cycle and charge the proportionate |icense fee
for that period.

B. A ninety-day grace period shall be all owed
each licensee or registrant after the license or registration
period, during which tinme |icenses and registrations may be
renewed upon paynent of the renewal fee and |ate fee and
conpliance with all renewal requirenents.

C. Any license or registration granted by the
board shall be automatically suspended if the holder fails to
apply for the renewal license or registration provided for in
this section within a period of three nonths after the
renewal deadline; provided that any |icense or registration
so suspended may be restored by the board upon paynent of a
rei nstatement fee not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) in
addition to any unpaid renewal or late fees. Failure to

renew a license or registration within three nonths fromthe

HB 812
Page 28



date of suspension as provided in this section shall cause
the license or registration to be automatically revoked.
Rei nstatement of a revoked license or registration wll
require the licensee to reapply and neet all current
standards for licensure or registration

D. A person licensed or registered under the
Counseling and Therapy Practice Act who wishes to retire from
practice shall notify the board in witing before the
expiration of his current license or registration. |If,
within a period of five years fromthe year of retirenent,
the licensee or registrant wishes to resune practice, he
shall so notify the board in witing, and upon giving proof
of conpl eting such continui ng educati on as prescribed by rule
of the board and the paynent of an ampunt equivalent to al
| apsed renewal fees, his license or registration shall be
restored to himin full effect."

Section 18. Section 61-9A-24 NVBA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 24, as anended) is anended to read:
"61-9A-24. LI CENSE AND REG STRATI ON FEES. - - Appl i cant s

for licensure or registration shall pay biennial fees set by
the board in an anpbunt not to exceed:

A. for application for initial licensure or
regi stration, seventy-five dollars ($75.00), which is not
r ef undabl e;

B. for licensure or renewal as a professional
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mental health counsel or, three hundred dollars ($300);

C. for licensure or renewal as a clinica
prof essi onal nental health counselor, marriage and famly
t herapi st or professional art therapist, four hundred twenty
dol l ars ($420);

D. for registration or renewal as a registered
ment al health counsel or or registered i ndependent nenta
heal th counsel or, two hundred forty dollars ($240);

E. for all exam nations, seventy-five dollars
($75.00) or, if a national exam nation is used, an anount
that shall not exceed the national exam nation costs by nore
than twenty-five percent;

F. for a duplicate or replacenent |icense or
regi stration, twenty-five dollars ($25.00);

G for failure to renew a license or registration
within the allotted grace period, a late penalty fee not to
exceed one hundred dollars ($100);

H. reasonable adm nistrative fees; and

I. for licensure, registration or renewal as an
al cohol and drug abuse counsel or, an al cohol abuse counsel or,
a drug abuse counsel or or a substance abuse intern, two
hundr ed dol Il ars ($200)."

Section 19. Section 61-9A-26 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 26, as anended) is anended to read:

"61-9A-26. LI CENSE AND REG STRATI ON- - DENI AL, HB 812
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SUSPENSI ON AND REVOCATI ON- - FI NES AND REPRI MAND. - -

A.  In accordance with the procedures established
by the UniformLicensing Act, the board may deny, suspend or
revoke a license or registration held or applied for under
t he Counseling and Therapy Practice Act, may fine or
reprimand a |icensee or registrant or take any other action
provided for in the UniformLicensing Act, upon grounds that
the licensee, registrant or applicant:

(1) is guilty of fraud, deceit or
m srepresentation in procuring or attenpting to procure any
license or registration provided for in the Counseling and
Therapy Practice Act;

(2) 1is adjudicated nentally inconpetent by
regularly constituted authorities;

(3) is found guilty of a felony or
m sdeneanor involving noral turpitude;

(4) is found guilty of unprofessional or
unet hi cal conduct ;

(5) has been using any controlled
subst ances, as defined in the Controll ed Substances Act, or
al coholic beverage to an extent or in a manner dangerous to
hi nsel f or any other person or the public or to an extent
that the use inpairs his ability to performthe work of a
counsel or or therapist practitioner;

(6) has violated any provision of the
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Counseling and Therapy Practice Act or regul ations adopted by
t he board;

(7) 1is grossly negligent in practice;

(8 wllfully or negligently divulges a
pr of essi onal confi dence;

(9) denonstrates nmarked inconpetence in
practice;

(10) has had a license or registration to
practice as a counselor, therapist or other nental health
practitioner revoked, suspended or denied in any
jurisdiction, territory or possession of the United States or
anot her country for acts of the |icensee or registrant
simlar to acts described in this subsection; or

(11) knowingly and willfully practices
beyond the scope of practice, as defined by the board.

B. Acertified copy of the record of conviction
shal | be concl usive evidence of such conviction

C. Disciplinary proceedings may be instituted by
the sworn conplaint of any person, including nenbers of the
board, and shall conformto the provisions of the Uniform
Li censing Act. Any party to a hearing may obtain a copy of
the hearing record upon paynent of costs for such copy.

D. A person who violates any provision of the
Counseling and Therapy Practice Act is guilty of a

m sdenmeanor and upon conviction shall be punished as provi ded
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in Section
31-19-1 NMSA 1978."

Section 20. Section 61-9A-30 NMSA 1978 (being Laws
1993, Chapter 49, Section 30) is anended to read:

"61-9A-30. TERM NATI ON OF AGENCY LI FE- - DELAYED
REPEAL. - - The counseling and therapy practice board is
termnated on July 1, 2005 pursuant to the provisions of the
Sunset Act. The board shall continue to operate according to
the provisions of the Counseling and Therapy Practice Act
until July 1, 2006. Effective July 1, 2006, the Counseling
and Therapy Practice Act is repealed.”

Section 21. REPEAL.--Sections 61-9A-17 through
61-9A-21.1 NVBA 1978 (being Laws 1993, Chapter 49, Sections
17 through 21 and Laws 1996, Chapter 61, Section 9) are
r epeal ed.

Section 22. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the

provisions of this act is July 1, 1999.
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