AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C EDUCATI ON; ESTABLI SHI NG THE STATEW DE
EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNI TY PROGRAM TO PROVI DE LOW
COST, STATE- OF- THE- ART COVPUTERS FOR NEW MEXI CO S CLASSROOMS

DECLARI NG AN EMERGENCY

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. STATEW DE EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY
OPPORTUNI TY PROGRAM - FI NDI NGS AND PURPCSE. - -
A. The legislature finds that:

(1) local school districts need increased
access to information technol ogi es, extensive professiona
devel opnent and sustai ned network support to use technol ogy
ef fectively;

(2) the technol ogi cal needs of New Mexico's
i ndi vi dual school children and cl assroons are best defined by
the teachers and principals who work with them on a day-to-
day basis;

(3) New Mexico is fortunate to have high
technol ogy | aboratories and corporations that have prograns
to supply lowcost, state-of-the-art central processing units
for use in New Mexico cl assroons; and

(4) there are large nonprofit progranms in
place to build and rehabilitate conputers for New Mexico

cl assroons using a conbinati on of donated, surplus and
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pur chased equi prent.

B. The purpose of this act is to establish a

st at ew de educational technol ogy opportunity programfor New

Mexi co's teachers and students by creating a partnership
between private industry, state governnent and |ocal schoo
districts that will build, distribute and install | ow cost,
net wor k-ready conputers in New Mexico classroons over the
next three years.

Section 2. EDUCATI ONAL TECHNOLOGY OPPORTUNI TY PROGRAM
-DUTI ES OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C EDUCATI ON. - -

A. The state departnent of public education shall

contract with a nonprofit corporation to adm nister the
st at ew de educational technol ogy opportunity program The
department shall select a contractor that has a programin
place to build and rehabilitate conputers for New Mexico
cl assroons using a conbinati on of donated, surplus and
purchased equi prent. In admnistering the statew de
educati onal technol ogy opportunity program the contractor,
in coordination with the departnent, shall:

(1) solicit and accept applications for
comput er assistance from | ocal school teachers through the
| ocal school principals;

(2) establish criteria for evaluating
applications for conputer assistance. The criteria shall

i nclude requirenments for an established technol ogy plan and
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an established network i nfrastructure;

(3) establish a review process involving
public and private entities to evaluate each applicati on,
determ ne the anpbunt of conputer assistance needed and
all ocate the avail abl e conputers to ensure that conputer
assi stance is distributed equitably; and

(4) submt an annual report to the state
board of education, the governor and the |egislature on the
progress of the program show ng the regional distribution of
the program the nunber of conputers distributed and the cost
of each computer.

B. Upon the approval of an application for
comput er assistance, the contractor shall distribute the
al l ocated conmputers directly to the classroom and teacher
Pursuant to the contract and upon the receipt of an invoice,
the state departnent of public education shall reinburse the
contractor for the state portion of the cost of the conputer
assi stance granted.

C. The state department of public education,
after consulting with private industry, local schoo
districts and other interested parties, shall promul gate such
rules as are necessary to inplenent the statew de educati ona
t echnol ogy opportunity program

Section 3. EMERGENCY.--1t is necessary for the public

peace, health and safety that this act take effect HB 850
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i mredi atel y.
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