AN ACT
RELATI NG TO LAW ENFORCEMENT; REQUI RI NG CRI M NAL HI STORY
SCREENI NG FOR APPLI CANTS FOR THE NEW MEXI CO MOUNTED PATROL;
ENACTI NG A NEW SECTI ON OF THE NMSA 1978.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of Chapter 29, Article 6 NVBA
1978 is enacted to read:
"MOUNTED PATROL- - APPLI CANTS- - CRI M NAL HI STORY
SCREENI NG- - DENI AL OF COWM SSI ON. - -
A, As used in this section:

(1) "crimnal record" nmeans information
concerning a person's arrests, indictnments or other forma
crimnal charges and any dispositions arising fromthem
i ncl udi ng convictions, dism ssals, acquittals, sentencing
and correctional supervision, collected by crimnal justice
agencies and stored in the databases of the federal bureau
of investigation, the national |aw enforcenent
tel ecomuni cations system the departnent of public safety
or the repositories of crimnal history information of other
states; and

(2) "crimnal history screening"” neans a
crimnal history background investigation of an applicant
for the New Mexico nounted patrol conducted by using
fingerprints collected by the departnment of public safety or
a local |aw enforcenent agency and submtted to the federa
bureau of investigation.

B. The New Mexico nounted patrol shall performa
crimnal history screening on all applicants for nounted

patrol. |If an applicant has a crimnal record, his
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application for a commssion in the mounted patrol may be
denied. If an applicant has a felony conviction or a
conviction for a m sdenmeanor involving noral turpitude, his
application for a commssion in the mounted patrol shall be
deni ed.

C. The chief of the New Mexico state police shal
determ ne whether to grant a conmi ssion to an applicant who
has a crimnal record that did not result in conviction of a
felony or a m sdeneanor involving noral turpitude. The
chief's decision to deny an application for a commission in
the mounted patrol is final and may not be appeal ed.

D. An applicant for the New Mexico nmounted patro
shall be fingerprinted and the applicant shall provide two
fingerprint cards or the equivalent electronic fingerprints
to the nounted patrol to assist the nounted patrol in
conducting a crimnal history screening of the applicant.
The applicant shall pay the cost of the crimnal history
screening. The nounted patrol shall not charge the
applicant nmore than the actual cost of the nationw de
crimnal history screening.”

Section 2. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the
provisions of this act is July 1, 1999.
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