AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C ASSI STANCE; AMENDI NG THE NEW MEXI CO WORKS

ACT.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 27-2B-3 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1998,
Chapter 8, Section 3 and Laws 1998, Chapter 9, Section 3) is
amended to read:
"27-2B-3. DEFINITIONS. --As used in the New Mexico
Wor ks Act:

A. "benefit group” neans a group of people that
i ncludes at | east one dependent child living with his
parent, |egal guardian or relative within the fifth degree
of consanguinity; or a pregnant wonman;

B. "cash assistance" neans cash paynents funded
by the tenporary assistance for needy fam|lies bl ock grant
pursuant to the federal act and by state funds;

C. "departnent" neans the human services
depart nment;

D. "dependent child" neans a natural or adopted
child or ward who is seventeen years of age or younger or a
househol d group nenber who is eighteen years of age and is
enrolled in high school;

E. "director" nmeans the director of the incone
support division of the department;

F. "earned incone" includes cash or paynent in
kind that is received as wages from enpl oynent or paynment in
lieu of wages; earnings from self-enploynent or earnings
acquired fromthe direct provision of services, goods or

property, production of goods, managenent of property or
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supervi sion of services; and all other incone not classified
as unearned i ncone;

G "federal act" neans the federal Social
Security Act and rul es pronul gated pursuant to the Soci al
Security Act;

H "federal poverty guidelines" nmeans the |evel
of incone defining poverty by famly size published annually
in the federal register by the United States departnent of
heal th and human servi ces;

I. "househol d group” neans a group of people that
consists of a benefit group and any ot her person who resides
in a househol d, regardl ess of whether they are related or
have a | egal support responsibility for a nenber of the
benefit group, but does not include:

(1) landlords;

(2) tenants; or

(3) nenbers of a registered nonprofit
organi zation or church who provide shelter to a benefit
group through a program sponsored by the nonprofit
organi zati on or church;

J. "immgrant" nmeans alien as defined in the
f ederal act;

K. "landlord" nmeans the owner of an estate in
land or a rental property who has |leased it to another
person called the tenant;

L. "parent"” means natural parent, adoptive
parent, stepparent or |egal guardian

M "participant” neans a recipient of cash
assi stance or services or a nmenber of a benefit group who

has reached the age of majority;
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N. "person" means an individual;

O "secretary" nmeans the secretary of the
depart nment;

P. "services" includes child-care assistance;
payrment for enploynent-related transportation costs; job
search assi stance; enpl oynent counseling; enploynent,
education and job training placenent; one-tine paynent for
necessary enploynent-rel ated costs; case managenent; or
other activities whose purpose is to assist transition into
enpl oynent ;

Q "tenant" neans a person who pays rent for the
use and occupancy of real property owned by a | andl ord; and

R "unearned incone" includes old age, survivors
and disability insurance; railroad retirenment benefits;
veterans adm ni stration conpensation or pension; mlitary
retirement; pensions, annuities and retirenent benefits;
| odge or fraternal benefits; shared shelter paynents;
settl ement paynents; individual |ndian noney; and siml ar
ki nds of incone."

Section 2. Section 27-2B-4 NVSA 1978 (being Laws 1998,
Chapter 8, Section 4 and Laws 1998, Chapter 9, Section 4) is
amended to read:

"27-2B-4. APPLI CATI ON- - RESOURCE PLANNI NG SESSI ON- -

I NDI VI DUAL RESPONSI Bl LI TY PLANS- - PARTI Cl PATI ON AGREEMENT- -
REVI EW PERI ODS. - -

A. Application for cash assistance or services
shall be nmade to the departnent's county office in the
county or district in which an applicant resides. The
application shall be in witing or reduced to witing in the

manner and on the form prescribed by the department. The
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application shall be nmade under oath by an applicant with
whom a dependent child resides and shall contain a statenent
of the age of the child, residence, a conmplete statenment of
the anpbunt of property in which the applicant has an
interest, a statenent of all incone that he and ot her
househol d group nenbers have at the tine of the filing of
the application and other information required by the

depart nment .

B. Application for expedited food stanps shall be
made to the departnent's county office in the county or
district in which an applicant resides. The departnent
shall process the application for expedited food stanps
within twenty-four hours after the application is made.

C. At the tine of application for cash assistance
and services, an applicant shall identify household group
menbers who are to be counted in the benefit group. Once an
application is approved, the participant shall advise the
departnment if there are any changes in the nenbership of the
househol d group or benefit group

D. No later than forty-five days after an
application is filed, the departnment shall provide to an
applicant a resource planning session to ascertain his
i mredi at e needs, assess financial and nonfinancial options,
make referrals and act on the application.

E. No later than five days after an application
i s approved, the departnent shall provide reinbursenent for
child care.

F. \Whenever the department receives an
application for assistance, a verification and record of the

applicant's circunstances shall pronptly be nmade to
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ascertain the facts supporting the application and to obtain
other information required by the department. The
verification may include a visit to the hone of the
applicant, as long as the departnent gives adequate prior
notice of the visit to the applicant.

G Wthin fifteen days after an application is
approved, the department shall assess the education, skills,
prior work experience and enployability of the participant.

H After the initial assessment of skills, the
departnment shall work with the participant to devel op an
i ndi vidual responsibility plan that:

(1) sets forth an enploynent goal for the
participant and a plan for noving the participant into
enpl oynent ;

(2) sets forth obligations of the
participant that may include a requirenent that the
partici pant attend school, maintain certain grades and
attendance, keep his school -age children in school, inmmunize
his children or engage in other activities that will help
the participant becone and renmain enpl oyed,;

(3) is designed to the greatest extent
possible to nove the participant into whatever enploynent
the participant is capable of handling and to provide
addi ti onal services as necessary to increase the
responsibility and anbunt of work the participant wll
handl e over tine;

(4) describes the services the departnent
may provide so that the partici pant may obtain and keep
enpl oynment; and

(5) my require the participant to undergo
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appropri ate substance abuse treatnent.

I. The participant and a representative of the
department shall sign the participant's individua
responsibility plan.

J. The participant shall also sign a
partici pati on agreenent that designates the nunber of hours
that he nust participate in work activities to neet
partici pation standards.

K.  The departnent shall review the current
financial eligibility of a benefit group when the depart nent
reviews food stanp eligibility.

L. The departnent shall meet sem -annually with a
participant to review and revise his individual
responsibility plan.

M  The departnent shall devel op a conpl ai nt
procedure to address issues pertinent to the delivery of
services and other issues relating to a participant's
i ndi vidual responsibility plan."

Section 3. Section 27-2B-12 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1998, Chapter 8, Section 12 and Laws 1998, Chapter 9,
Section 12) is amended to read:

"27-2B-12. SERVICES. --Subject to the availability of
federal and state funds, a benefit group that is not
recei ving cash assistance but has an incone | ess than one
hundred percent of the federal poverty guidelines may be

eligible to receive services."

SB 115
Page 6



