AN ACT
RELATI NG TO HEALTH; PROVI DI NG FOR THE CREATI ON OF A DENTAL
HEALTH CAREER LADDER PROGRAM THROUGH NEW MEXI CO S STATE-
SUPPCRTED POST- SECONDARY EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ONS

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. DENTAL HEALTH CAREER LADDER PROGRAM -
COW SSI ON ON HI GHER EDUCATI ON. - -

A.  The conm ssion on hi gher education shal
devel op and inplenent by July 1, 2000 a statew de denta
health career |adder programto include all appropriate
st at e- supported post-secondary educational institutions.

B. The dental health career |adder program shal
i nclude the follow ng prograns:

(1) dental office auxiliary training;

(2) dental assistant certification;

(3) dental hygienist associate degree;

(4) dental hygienist bachelor's degree; and

(5) dental hygienist master's degree.

C. The dental health career |adder program shall

(1) be structured to produce trained
i ndi vidual s for service in geographical areas underserved in
New Mexi co;

(2) use existing educational prograns and
di stribute needed training prograns throughout the state;

(3) accommpdate welfare-to-work clients and
nontradi ti onal students;

(4) ensure consistency in accumnul ation and
transfer of credit hours frominstitution to institution and
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(5) seek accreditation for each program so
as to facilitate professional |icensing;

(6) recognize and incorporate relevant work
experience in awardi ng educati onal credit;

(7) use alternative nmethods of course
delivery, including distance education and partnerships with
the private sector;

(8) use expertise fromboth educators and
dental professionals in designing and inplenenting prograrns;
and

(9) assist the New Mexico board of denta
health care to devel op and provide continuing education
progr ans.

Section 2. LEGQ SLATI VE PROGRESS REPORT. - - The
comm ssi on on hi gher education shall report its progress in
devel opi ng and i nmpl ementing Section 1 of this act, including
projected fiscal needs of the dental health career |adder
program to the interimlegislative health and human

services conmittee before Septenber 1, 1999.
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