AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C ASSI STANCE; ALLOW NG NATI VE AMERI CANS TO

ELECT ENRCLLMENT | N MEDI CAI D MANAGED CARE COVERAGE

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 27-2-12.6 NVSA 1978 (being Laws
1994, Chapter 62, Section 22) is anended to read:
"27-2-12. 6. MEDI CAl D PAYMENTS- - MANAGED CARE. - -

A.  The departnent shall provide for a statew de
managed care systemto provide cost-efficient, preventive,
primary and acute care for nmedicaid recipients by July 1,
1995.

B. The nmanaged care system shall ensure:

(1) access to nedically necessary services,
particularly for nmedicaid recipients with chronic health
pr obl ens;

(2) to the extent practicable, naintenance
of the rural primary care delivery infrastructure;

(3) that the departnent's approach is
consi stent with national and state health care reform
principles; and

(4) to the maxi num extent possible, that
medi cai d-eligible individuals are not identified as such
except as necessary for billing purposes.

C. The department may excl ude nursing hones,
intermediate care facilities for the nentally retarded,
medi cai d i n-honme and comuni ty-based wai ver services and
residential and conmunity-based nental health services for
children with serious enotional disorders fromthe

provi sions of this section.
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D. Any Native Anerican nedicaid-eligible
i ndi vidual residing in New Mexico:

(1) shall be excluded by the departnent
fromautomatic enrollnment in a nanaged care organi zation
contracting with the state to provide health care services
to nmedi caid-eligible individuals, unless that individua
elects to enroll in a nmedicaid nanaged care organi zation
i ncluding a future managed care organi zation that would be
created specifically to serve Native Amrericans; and

(2) may choose to ternminate his enroll nment
in a managed care organization at any tine by notifying his
managed care organi zation that he is a Native American and
chooses to discontinue his enrollnent in that managed care
organi zation. Rules limting the time period when an
enrol |l ed individual can opt out of the managed care
organi zation shall not apply to people who are Native

Anerican. "
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