AN ACT

RELATI NG TO PUBLI C HEALTH, REDEFI NI NG " SCHOOL" OR " COLLEGE"
AS USED I N THE PROFESSI ONAL PSYCHOLOGQ ST ACT, CHANG NG THE

EXAM NATI ON REQUI REMENTS FOR LI CENSURE OF PSYCHOLOQ STS.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEX CO
Section 1. Section 61-9-3 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1963,
Chapter 92, Section 3, as anended by Laws 1996, Chapter 51,

Section 5 and al so by Laws 1996, Chapter 54, Section 1)
amended to read:

"61-9-3. DEFINITIONS. --As used in the Professiona
Psychol ogi st Act:

A. "board" neans the New Mexico state board of

psychol ogi st exami ners;
B. "person" includes an individual, firm

partnershi p, association or corporation;

C. "psychol ogi st" neans any person who engages in

the practice of psychol ogy or holds hinself out to the

public by any title or description of services representing

hi nsel f as a psychol ogi st, which incorporates the words

"psychol ogi cal ", "psychol ogi st", "psychol ogy", or when a

person describes hinself as above and, under such title or
description, offers to render or renders services involving

the application of principles, nethods and procedures of the

sci ence and profession of psychology to persons for
conmpensati on or other personal gain;

D. "practice of psychol ogy" neans the
observation, description, evaluation, interpretation and
nmodi fication of human behavi or by the application of

psychol ogi cal principles, nethods and procedures for the
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pur pose of preventing or elimnating synptomatic,
mal adapti ve or undesired behavi or and of enhanci ng
i nterpersonal relationships, work and |ife adjustnent,
personal effectiveness, behavioral health and nental health,
and further means the rendering of such psychol ogi cal
services to individuals, famlies or groups regardl ess of
whet her paynment is received for services rendered. The
practice of psychol ogy includes psychol ogical testing or
neur opsychol ogi cal testing and the eval uati on or assessmnent
of personal characteristics such as intelligence,
personality, abilities, interests, aptitudes and
neur opsychol ogi cal functioning; counseling, psychoanal ysis,
psychot herapy, hypnosis, biofeedback, behavior anal ysis and
t herapy; diagnosis and treatnent of any nental and enoti onal
di sorder or disability, alcoholismand substance abuse,
di sorders of habit or conduct and the psychol ogi cal aspects
of physical illness, accident, injury and disability; and
psychoeducati onal eval uation, therapy, renediation and
consul tation; and
E. "school"” or "college" neans any university or

other institution of higher education that is regionally
accredited and that offers a full-time graduate course of
study in psychol ogy as defined by rule of the board or that
is approved by the Anerican psychol ogi cal association.”

Section 2. Section 61-9-11 NWVSA 1978 (being Laws 1963,
Chapter 92, Section 10, as anmended) is anended to read:

"61-9-11. LI CENSURE- - EXAM NATI ON. - -

A.  The board shall issue a |icense as a

psychol ogi st to each applicant who files an application upon
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acconpani ed by the fee required by the Professional
Psychol ogi st Act, and who furni shes evidence satisfactory to
t he board that he:

(1) has reached the age of mgjority;

(2) is of good noral character;

(3) is not in violation of any of the
provi sions of the Professional Psychol ogi st Act and the
rul es adopted pursuant to that act;

(4) holds a doctoral degree based in part
on a psychol ogi cal dissertation froma school or coll ege;

(5) has had an internship approved by the
Anmeri can psychol ogi cal associ ati on and one year of
experience after receiving the doctoral degree or has had,
after receiving the doctoral degree, at |east two years of
supervi sed experience in psychol ogical work of a type
satisfactory to the board; and

(6) denonstrates professional conpetence by
passi ng:

(a) the exam nation for professiona
practice in psychol ogy pronul gated by the association of
state and provincial psychology boards with a total raw
score of 140 (70% before January 1, 1993 or, if after
January 1, 1993, a score equal to or greater than the
passi ng score reconmended by the association of state and
provi nci al psychol ogy boards; and

(b) an oral exam nation adm nistered
and graded by the board, investigating the applicant's
training, experience and know edge. The oral exam nation
shall be evaluated on a pass-fail basis.

B. Upon investigation of the application and
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ot her evidence submtted, the board shall, not |ess than
thirty days prior to the exam nation, notify each applicant
that the application and evidence submtted for |icensure
are satisfactory and accepted or unsatisfactory and
rejected. |If rejected, the notice shall state the reasons
for rejection.

C. The place of exam nation shall be designated
i n advance by the board, and exaninations shall be given at
such tinme and place and under such supervision as the board
may det erm ne

D. In the event an applicant fails to receive a
passi ng grade, he may apply for reexam nation and shall be
allowed to take a subsequent exam nation upon paynent of the
fee required by the Professional Psychol ogi st Act.

E. The board shall keep a record of al
exam nations, and the grade assigned to each, as part of its
records for at |least two years subsequent to the date of
exam nation."

Section 3. TEMPORARY PROVI SI ON. - - Any person who, on

the effective date of this act, is |licensed as a
psychol ogi st associate and has net all of the requirenents
of Section
61-9-11 NMBA 1978 shall be issued a license as a
psychol ogi st wi thout having to retake the exam nations

required by that section.
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