AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C SAFETY; PROH Bl TI NG | NTERFERENCE W TH OR

I NJURY TO ASSI STANCE DOGS; PROVI DI NG PENALTI ES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. FIND NGS AND PURPCSE- - | NTERFERENCE W TH
ASSI STANCE DOG PROHI BI TED- - CRI M NAL AND Cl VI L PENALTI ES. - -

A. The legislature finds that unrestrained dogs
constitute a danger to assistance dogs and public safety.
The purpose of this section is to protect persons with
disabilities and assistance dogs from attack by unrestrained
dogs.

B. As used in this section, "assistance dog"
means a dog that has been or is being trained for persons
with a hearing, sight or other physical disability or
i mpai r ment .

C. It is unlawful for any person, with no | egal
justification, to:

(1) intentionally interfere with the use of
a service dog by harassing or obstructing the service dog
user or the service dog; or

(2) intentionally fail or refuse to contro
his aninmal, and the animal interferes with or obstructs the
servi ce dog user or the service dog.

D. The provisions of this section shall not apply
to animals on private property not open to the public.

E. A person who violates the provisions of this
section is guilty of a m sdenmeanor and upon conviction shall

be puni shed pursuant to Section 31-19-1 NVSA 1978. A person
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restitution, including the cost of veterinary bills and
repl acement and training costs of the service animal, if
required as a result of the violation.

F. Nothing in this section shall be construed to
precl ude any ot her renedi es otherw se avail abl e pursuant to

conmpn | aw or the NVBA 1978.

G As used in this section, "Assistance ani nal"
i ncl udes an animal recognized as a service ani mal pursuant

to the Anericans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
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