AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON, PROVI DI NG FOR AN ALTERNATI VE TEACHER-
CERTI FI CATI ON PROCESS; AMENDI NG A CERTAI N SECTI ON OF THE
NMSA 1978; ENACTI NG A NEW SECTI ON OF THE SCHOOL PERSONNEL
ACT.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. A new section of the School Personnel Act
is enacted to read:
"ALTERNATI VE CERTI FI CATI ON. - -

A.  The state board shall issue an alternative
certificate to a person neeting the statutory and regul atory
requirenments for alternative certification

B. To receive an alternative certificate, an
appl i cant must show that he has:

(1) conpleted a bachelor of arts or science
degree at a regionally accredited institution of higher
education, including conpletion of a mnimumof thirty
credit hours in a particular field at either the graduate or
under graduate | evel; or

(2) conpleted a master of arts or science
degree at a regionally accredited institution of higher
education, including conpletion of a mninmmof twelve
graduate credit hours in a particular field; or

(3) conpleted a doctor of philosophy or
doctor of education degree at an accredited institution of
hi gher education; and

(4) have passed any teachers exam required
by the state board for individuals seeking a standard

certificate.

SB 581
Page 1



C. The degrees referred to in Paragraphs (1), (2)
and (3) of Subsection B of this Section shall appertain and
correspond to the subject area of instruction and | evel of
instruction that will enable the applicant to teach in a
conmpetent manner as determ ned by the state board.

D. A person receiving an alternative certificate
shall conplete a mninum of twelve senester hours of
instruction in teaching principles in a program approved by
the state board or the state departnent of education in
concert with the school district shall verify that the
teacher candi date has successfully denonstrated the state-
boar d- approved conpetencies for entry | evel teachers that
correspond to the grade | evel being taught prior to assum ng
teachi ng duties.

E. The state board may, by rule, establish a
procedure for awarding alternative certificates provided
that any requirenents inplenented by the state board not
exceed those established by statute.™

Section 2. A new section of the School Personnel Act
is enacted to read:

"ALTERNATI VE CERTI FI CATES- - EMPLOYMENT- - DI SCRI M NATI ON. -
-A school district or state agency shall not discrimnate
agai nst a person on the basis that he holds an alternative
certificate."

Section 3. Section 22-10-3 NWMSA 1978 (being Laws 1975,
Chapter 306, Section 3, as anmended) is anended to read:

"22-10-3. CERTI FI CATE REQUI REMENT- - TYPES OF
CERTI FI CATES- - FORFEI TURE OF CLAI M - EXCEPTI ON- - ADM NI STRATOR
APPRENTI CESHI P. - -

A.  Any person teaching, supervising an
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i nstructional program counseling or providing special
instructional services in a public school or state agency,
any person admnistering in a public school and any person
provi ding health care and adm ni stering nedi cation or
perform ng nedi cal procedures in a public school shall hold
a valid certificate authorizing the person to performthat
functi on.

B. Al certificates issued by the state board
shall be standard certificates except that the state board
may issue alternative, substandard and substitute
certificates under certain circunstances. |f a person
applies for and is qualified to receive an alternative
certificate, the state board shall issue an alternative
certificate to a person not nmeeting the requirenents for a
standard certificate. |If a |local school board or the
governing authority of a state agency certifies to the state
board that an enmergency exists in the hiring of a qualified
person, the state board may issue a substandard certificate
to a person not neeting the requirenents for a standard
certificate. The state board may al so i ssue a substitute
certificate to a person not nmeeting the requirenents for a
standard certificate to enable the person to performthe
functions of a substitute teacher pursuant to the
regul ations of the state board. All substandard and
substitute certificates issued shall be effective for only
one school year. An alternative certificate may be
effective for up to three years, provided that after a
person has satisfactorily conpleted a m ni num of one year up

to three years of teaching under the supervision of a nmentor
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standard certificate to that person. No person under the
age of eighteen years shall hold a valid certificate,
whet her a standard, alternative, substandard or substitute.

C. Any person teaching, supervising an
i nstructional program counseling or providing special
instructional services in a public school or state agency
and any person adm nistering in a public school wthout a
valid certificate after the first three nonths of the schoo
year shall thereafter forfeit all claimto conpensation for
services rendered.

D. This section shall not apply to a person
perform ng the functions of a practice teacher as defined in
the regul ations of the state board.

E. Any school nurse certified by the departnent
of education shall also be licensed by the board of nursing.

F. Notw thstanding any exi sting requirenents, any
person seeking certification as an adm nistrator shall be
required to serve a one-year apprenticeship. The state
board shall develop criteria and regul ations to inpl enment
the provisions of this subsection.”

Section 4. DELAYED EFFECTI VE DATE. - - The new
materi al added by this act and anendnents to Section 22-10-3
NVSA 1978 nmade by this act will not becone effective unti
July 1, 2000.
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