AN ACT
RELATI NG TO NATURAL RESOURCES; AUTHORI ZI NG THE NEGOTI ATI ON
BY THE STATE GAME COWM SSI ON FOR THE ACQUI SI TI ON OF EAGLE
NEST DAM AND RESERVO R.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. FINDINGS. --The legislature finds that:

A. Eagle Nest dam and reservoir is a valuable
asset that would provide for the state needed recreationa
value in the formof boating and fishing, wildlife value as
a nature reserve, econom c value through the use of its
appurtenant water rights and flood control value inits
excess of seventy-eight thousand acre-feet of reservoir
storage and, if properly nmanaged, could add substantially to
the public welfare of the state;

B. Eagle Nest damand reservoir is available for
acquisition by the state and its acquisition by the state
woul d preserve this valuabl e asset for future generations of
New Mexi cans; and

C. previous legislative nenorials have urged the
acqui sition of Eagle Nest dam and reservoir by the state and
it isinthe public interest of the state to enter into
negotiations for its acquisition.

Section 2. STATE GAME COWM SSI ON- - DUTY TO NEGOTI ATE. - -

A. The state gane conmm ssion shall enter into
negotiations with the owners of Eagle Nest dam and reservoir
for acquisition of all or part of the asset through cash
purchase, | and exchanges or other arrangenents acceptable to
the parties.

B. In negotiating a value for Eagle Nest dam and
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reservoir, the price shall be based upon bona fide

apprai sal s using techni ques and practices acceptable in the
trade and shall consider the costs to the state should the
dam and reservoir becone an asset of the state.

C. The state ganme conmi ssion shall report the
result of the negotiations and its recommendations to the
second session of the forty-fourth | egislature.

Section 3. DELAYED REPEAL. --The provisions of this act
are repeal ed February 1, 2000.
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