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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 88

44TH LEGISLATURE - STATE OF NEW MEXICO - FIRST SESSION, 1999
| NTRODUCED BY

James Roger Madel ena

A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THAT A PLAN BE NEGOTI ATED TO RESOLVE | SSUES BETWEEN
THE STATE AND THE PUEBLO OF ZI A REGARDI NG THE STATE S USE OF
THE ZI A SYMBOL ON THE FLAG OF NEW MEXI CO

WHEREAS, in the early 1920s, the | ocal chapter of the
daughters of the American revolution, backed by severa
wonen's cl ubs, decided that the state of New Mexi co needed a
flag that was nore representative of New Mexico's unique
character and initiated a design contest; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Harry Mera won the contest with a flag that
i ncorporated colors and patterns from both | ndian and Spani sh
traditions; and

WHEREAS, to synbolize New Mexico's tradition of cultura
diversity, Dr. Mera adapted a sun synbol froma Pueblo of Zia
pot and conbined it with the red and gold colors of King
Ferdi nand and Queen |sabella of Spain; and

VWHEREAS, the state of New Mexico, through its |l egislative
process, formally adopted the flag in 1925, and it has

continuously flown over the state since that tinme, displaying
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a synbol of "perfect friendship anong united cultures"; and

VWHEREAS, all accounts of the flag explicitly acknow edge
the origin of the design as an ancient synbol of the Zia
peopl e; and

VWHEREAS, the Zia sun synbol has been conmercialized over
the years by private interests that have recognized its
commerci al value and adopted it for their own benefit; and

VWHEREAS, harnmony anong New Mexico's cultures and the
mut ual respect towards traditions and sacred synbols need to
be strengthened in order to close the circle of unity;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE
STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that it acknow edge the Zia sun synmbol as
an "anci ent synmbol of the Zi a people"; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED that the | egislature recognize
that the use of the sacred sun synbol on the state flag was
never authorized by the Pueblo of Zia and the |legislature
regrets the unauthorized use of its sacred synbol on the state
flag; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the New Mexico office of
Indian affairs be requested to enter into negotiations with
the Pueblo of Zia to devel op an appropriate and acceptabl e
pl an that would satisfy the desire of the Pueblo of Zia to
preserve the sacred nature of the Zia sun synbol, provide just
reconpense for the use the state has made of the synbol over
the |l ast seventy-four years, allow the state to continue using
the synmbol on the state flag in perpetuity and preserve the
har mony, understandi ng and nutual respect anmong New Mexico's
cul tures; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat the plan be presented to the
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| egislative finance conmttee for review and comment prior to
the first session of the forty-fifth |egislature; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED that a copy of this menorial be
transmtted to the governor of the Pueblo of Zia, the governor
of New Mexico and the executive director of the New Mexico

office of Indian affairs.
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FORTY- FOURTH LEG SLATURE
FI RST SESSI ON, 1999

March 9, 1999

M . Speaker:

Your GOVERNMENT AND URBAN AFFAI RS COMM TTEE, to

Wwhom has been referred

HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 88

has had it under consideration and reports sanme with

r ecommendation that it DO PASS, and thence referred to the

APPRCOPRI ATI ONS AND FI NANCE COWM TTEE.

Respectfully submitted,

James G. Taylor, Chairman
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FORTY- FOURTH LEG SLATURE
FI RST SESSI ON, 1999
IAC/ HIM 88
Adopt ed Not Adopt ed

Page 5

(Chief Cerk)

Dat e

The roll call vote was _7 For _0O Against

Yes: 7
Fxcused: None
Absent : None

G\ BI LLTEXT\ Bl LLW 99\ H1088
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FORTY- FOURTH LEG SLATURE
FI RST SESSI ON, 1999

March 10, 1999

M . Speaker:

Your APPROPRI ATI ONS AND FI NANCE COWMM TTEE, to

whom has been referred

HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 88

has had it under consideration and reports same with

r ecommendation that it DO PASS, anended as foll ows:

1. On page 2, line 24, after “affairs’, insert “and the office of cultural affairs’, and

pfter “enter” insert “jointly”.

2. On page 3, line 14, before the period insert “and the director of the New Mexico

pffice of cultura affairs’.
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C/ HIM 88

Adopt ed

FI RST

FORTY- FOURTH LEG SLATURE

SESSI ON, 1999

Respectfully submitted,

Max Coll, Chairman

Not Adopt ed

Page 7

Yes: 13

No: Buffett,
Fxcused: Wat chman
Absent : None

C: \ Report s\ HI088AF1. wpd
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Dat e

13 For _3 Against

Par sons,

Pear ce
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