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TENTATIVE AGENDA 
for the 

SECOND MEETING 
of the 

ECONOMIC AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

July 6-8, 2011
July 6-7, Mesalands Community College, Tucumcari

July 8, Blue Hole Dive Training and Santa Rosa Conference Center, Santa Rosa

Wednesday, July 6 (Tucumcari)

10:00 a.m. Call to Order
—Senator Bernadette M. Sanchez, Chair

10:05 a.m. Welcoming Remarks
—Jim Witcher, Mayor, Tucumcari
—Dr. Mildred Lovato, President, Mesalands Community College

10:30 a.m. New Mexico Office of Recovery and Reinvestment (NMORR):  Economic
and Rural Development Projects
—Elizabeth Savage, Director, NMORR

11:30 a.m. Tucumcari Small Business Development Center (SBDC):  Economic and
Rural Development Successes and Possibilities
—Vicki Watson, MS, Director, Tucumcari SBDC

12:30 p.m. Lunch

1:30 p.m. Energy Panel:  Update on Projects, Tax Incentives and Laws and 
Regulations That Are Helping or Hurting Industry
—Rhonda Mitchell, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association
—Carl Huslig, President, ITC Great Plains, ITC Holdings
—Sonia Phillips, Manager, New Mexico State Affairs, Xcel Energy
—Mike Bowen, Executive Director, New Mexico Mining Association

3:30 p.m. Oil and Gas Energy Report
—Deborah Seligman, Energy Advocate, LLC
—Karin Foster, Executive Director, Independent Petroleum Association of 

New Mexico

4:30 p.m. Recess



Thursday, July 7 (Tucumcari)

9:00 a.m. Call to Order

9:05 a.m. The North American Wind Research and Training Center (NAWRTC) at
Mesalands Community College — Update and Tour
—Jim Morgan, Director, NAWRTC

12:00 noon Lunch

1:00 p.m. Economic Development and Impact on Commercial Real Estate
—Drew Dolan, Director of Development, Titan Development

2:00 p.m. The Federal Communications Commission's National Broadband Plan and
its Potential Impact on Rural New Mexico Customers Served by Rural
Independent Telephone Companies
—Sam Ray, Lobbyist, New Mexico Exchange Carrier Group (NMECG)
—Charlie Ferrell, Executive Director, NMECG

3:00 p.m. Recess

Friday, July 8 (Santa Rosa)

9:00 a.m. Call to Order

9:05 a.m. Welcoming Remarks:  Economic Development in Santa Rosa
—John Serrano, City Administrator, Santa Rosa
—Albert Campos, Jr., Mayor, Santa Rosa
—Richard R. Delgado, Director, Economic Development and Tourism, Santa

Rosa

9:45 a.m. Analysis of Census Data Revealing a Population Shift from Rural to Urban
Areas and Discussion of New Mexico's Demand for Labor by Industry Now
and in the Near Future and the Extent to Which the State Is Meeting and
Plans to Meet That Demand
—Dr. Dely Alcantara, Director, Geospatial and Population Studies; Associate

Research Professor in Geography, University of New Mexico
—Dr. Jim Peach, Regents Professor, Department of Economics and International

Business, New Mexico State University

12:00 noon Adjourn 


